
           High Commission of India
    Lusaka

                                                           Press Release

Celebration  of  the  153  rd   Birth  Anniversary  of  Mahatma  Gandhi  (2  nd  
October 2022) 

The High Commission of India commemorated the 153rd Birth Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi at Chancery Premises. Hon’ble Mr. Garry G. Nkombo, Minister for
Local Government and Rural Development was the Guest of Honour. The Minister
and High Commissioner jointly inaugurated a new AYUSH Information Cell.  High
Commissioner also announced the commencement of  Yoga Classes  (Certificate
Course  in  Yoga  for  beginner  and  intermediate)  at  High  Commission  on  the
occasion. 

2. Guest  of  Honour,  Hon’ble  Mr.  Garry  G.  Nkombo,  Minister  for  Local
Government and Rural Development, the High Commissioner & his spouse, officials
of the Mission and guests present  paid floral tributes  to Mahatma Gandhi . The
event also marked rendering of favourite bhajans of Mahatma Gandhi. Teacher of
Indian Culture  Shri Hemant Sharma also conducted  demonstration  of Yoga .



3. In  his  address,  High  Commissioner  Mr.  Ashok  Kumar  highlighted  the
contributions of Mahatma Gandhi in the freedom struggle of India and his message
of  peace  and  non-violence.  The  High  Commissioner  echoed  Mahatma Gandhi’s
belief that service of mankind was the best way to realize God. Mahatma Gandhi
believed in solving complex problems in a simple way and Charka (spinning-wheel)
was  one  of  them.  It  was  a  symbol  of  Nation’s  prosperity  and  a  symbol  of
commercial  peace  and  not  of  commercial  war.  Mahatma  Gandhi   message  of
charkha is to replace the spirit of exploitation by the spirit of service.

4.  High Commissioner also spoke about influence  of Indian freedom struggle
led by Mahatma Gandhi  on the freedom struggle of Zambia. He said that India’s
freedom struggle against British colonialism was though arduous and painful, yet
Mahatma Gandhi led the freedom movement with his strong conviction of truth and
non-violence.  High Commissioner mentioned that  India’s freedom struggle and
Gandhian methods of truth and non-violence had inspired many leaders around the
world, including the First Republican President of Zambia, Late Dr. Kenneth David
Kaunda. 

5. High Commissioner  also  noted the influence of Gandhian thoughts on New
Dawn Government’s policies of decentralization of resources and empowerment of
rural  people that  can be seen in its path-breaking initiative of  enhancement  of
Constituency  Development  Fund  (CDF)  from  Kwacha  1.6  million  (about  US$
1,00,000 ) to 25.7 million Kwacha (about US$ 1.63 million).

6. Inaugurating the AYUSH Information Cell at the High Commission of India, the
High Commissioner spoke about the virtues of AYUSH systems of medicine and
mentioned that  AYUSH is  a  traditional  and Non-Conventional  systems of  health
care and healing which include Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-
Rigpa and Homeopathy. High Commissioner also gave short introduction to these
systems and urged people to adopt and promote AYUSH systems  for health and
well-being.



7. In  his  keynote  address,  Hon’ble  Mr.  Garry  G.  Nkombo,  Minister  of  Local
Government and Rural Development called Mahatma Gandhi a visionary leader and
aspired that Zambia as a country has a lot to learn from Mahatma Gandhi’s vision.
By quoting Mahatma Gandhi’s words ““Develop the rural economy, rural industry
and rural skills and you develop a country’’, Hon’ble Minister said that Mahatma
Gandhi’s approach to India’s rural development was holistic and people centred .

8. Hon’ble  Minister  of  Local  Government  and  Rural  Development  also
highlighted   Mahatma  Gandhi’s  strong  belief  in  rural  development  and
decentralization of resources. He said that Mahatma Gandhi made it very clear that
concentration of either economic and political power would violate all the essential
principles of participatory democracy. Hon’ble Minister also mentioned that New
Dawn Government has adopted some of Gandhi’s principles for Zambia’s holistic
and people-centred development. He said that people at the local level should be
the agents of development and also commended that the enhanced Constituency
Development Fund is a testament of the New Dawn Government’s determination to
move development and decision making closer to the people.

9. The event was attended approx 60 people representing Indian Community
and Friends of India. The event received headlines on front page  in major dailies.


