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                                India hosts Voice of Global South Summit 

In a new and unique initiative, India hosted a special virtual “ Voice of Global South Summit” on 12-13
January 2023 under the theme “ Unity of Voice, Unity of Purpose”.  The “Voice of Global South Summit”
brought  together  countries  of  the  Global  South  to  share  their  perspectives  and  priorities  on  a  common
platform.     The Summit was held in virtual format, with 10 thematic sessions in total. It saw participation of
Leaders and Ministers from 125 countries of the Global South (Photo Courtesy : Press Information Bureau, India)

Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi presided over the Inaugural Leaders’ session on 12 January. This was
followed by eight Ministerial-level thematic segments dedicated to addressing the most pressing concerns of
the developing world. The Summit wrapped up on 13 January with a Concluding Leaders’ Session also hosted
by Prime Minister.The participating Leaders appreciated and congratulated the leadership of Prime Minister
in hosting the Summit at a crucial juncture. They expressed hope that the Summit would serve as a catalyst
for building a prosperous and inclusive future for the world that takes into account the needs of the Global
South.

In  his  inaugural   remarks,   Prime  Minister   framed  the  key issues at stake for the developing world. He
highlighted the opportunity for uplifting societies and economies of the Global South through a shared vision
and agenda for change. In this endeavour, he offered to share India's experiences through simple, scalable and
sustainable  solutions.  He  highlighted  India’s  achievements  in  vaccine  development,  biometric  based
identification,  digital  public  goods,  financial  inclusion,  satellite  technology,  digital  governance,  last  mile
connectivity,  etc.  He also  spoke about  the  need  for  the  developing world to  have  access  to  technology,
knowledge   and   critical  resources.   His   call  for   a   new   human    centric  development    paradigm 
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 received widespread support  from participating Leaders.  The Summit wrapped up on 13 January with a
Concluding Leaders’ Session also hosted by Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi. The participating Leaders
appreciated and congratulated the leadership of Prime Minister in hosting the Summit at a crucial juncture.
They expressed hope that the Summit would serve as a catalyst for building a prosperous and inclusive future
for the world that takes into account the needs of the Global South. During the Concluding Leaders’ session,
Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi announced a number of new initiatives by India in connection with the
Voice of Global South Summit. These include: (a) Aarogya Maitri (Friendship for Health); (b) Global South
Centre of Excellence; (c) Global South Science and Technology Initiative; (d) Global South Young Diplomats
Forum and (e) Global South Scholarships.
 

In the Finance Ministers’ session on the theme “Financing Peple- Centric Development” Ministers exchanged
views on financing the development needs of the Global South, achieving financial inclusion, implementation
of digital public goods in the financial sector, and development partnerships that are outcome-oriented and
financially sustainable. Dr. Situmbeko Musokotwane, Minister of Finance and National Planning, Republic of
Zambia participated in Finance Ministers’ Session and sought support for Zambia’s debt relief/restructuring
under the G-20 Common Framework and also invited investments in the mining and agriculture sectors. 

 
The Environment Ministers’ session focused attention on balancing growth with sustainability, sharing of best
practices in ecological conservation, and the importance of LiFE, or lifestyle for environment launched by
Prime Minister in October 2022.  In the Foreign Ministers’ session, Ministers expressed concern over the
increasing  fragmentation  of  the  international  landscape,  and  exchanged perspectives  on  how to  create  a
conducive environment for the development priorities of the Global South.  They also called for renewed and
inclusive multilateralism that reflects contemporary realities. The need to raise their collective voice against
the scourge of terrorism was underlined. The Energy Ministers’ session emphasized the criticality of energy
security for global growth and human development. Access to energy amidst increasing instability, ensuring
energy affordability through diversification of energy sources, sharing best practices to develop renewables
and  alternate  energy,  and  harnessing  the  potential  of  biofuels  were  the  main  themes  of  interaction.
In  the  Commerce/Trade  Ministers’ session,  Ministers  shared  strategies  on  improving  the  business  and
investment climate in developing countries; upgrading connectivity and commerce; ensuring access to critical
technologies and resources; fostering grass-roots innovation and sharing of best practices; and diversification
of  supply  chains.  Ministers  agreed  that  a  sustainable  post  pandemic  recovery  would  be  contingent  on
simplifying procedures, implementing technology based solutions, investing in infrastructure and ensuring
equitable access to global markets. In the Health Ministers’ session, participants emphasized the need to adopt
an inclusive approach to global health security. Ways and means to develop digital public goods in healthcare,
promote traditional medicine, build public capacities and develop regional networks, and knowledge sharing
were discussed.

 Participating countries recognized with appreciation that the Summit produced fruitful conversations and
charted a new path through an action oriented agenda that strives to address their priorities and challenges.
They underscored the agenda and quest  for solutions to global challenges must include the voices  of its
biggest stakeholders, the Global South.

(Courtesy : Ministry of External Affairs, India) 
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Minister of Finance and National Planning, Republic of Zambia participates in Finance
Ministers’ Session of Voice of Global South Summit 

Dr.  Situmbeko  Mustokotwane,  Minister  of  Finance  and  National  Planning,  Republic  of  Zambia
participated and shared his thoughts in Finance Ministers’ Session of Voice of Global South Summit
held under the theme ‘Financing  People-Centric Development’ on 12th January 2023. Dr. Situmbeko
Mustokotwane,  Minister  of Finance and National  Planning at  the outset  acknowledged Zambia’s
debt situation having serious economic implications. 

Hon’ble  Minister   also  mentioned  about  Zambia’s  sovereign  debt  default.  He  mentioned  that
negotiations for debt restructuring with its creditors under G-20 Common framework are currently
underway. Zambia is however, still  awaiting final decision of the creditors committee on its debt
relief and restructuring. He referred to the negotiations with  IMF, World Bank and Paris Club  and to
the introduction of economic reforms and credible set of economic policies, which helped Zambia to
obtain  assurance  from  its  creditors  eventually  paving  the  way  for  IMF’s  economic  assistance.
Besides efforts to tackle the debt situation, Zambia is also making efforts to emerge as a strong and
fast economy. 

In the global context, Hon’ble Minister expressed concern at the challenges of climate change and
expressed commitment of the Zambian government to reduce carbon footprints to establish a green
economy. Hon’ble Minister called upon all the participating Ministers for encouraging investors to
invest in the  mining sector of  Zambia particularly in cobalt, nickel, manganese, copper etc. Hon’ble
Minister also expressed the government of Zambia’s  commitment towards providing a stable and
attractive investment environment.  

Commenting on the challenges of food security, due to ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict and COVID-
19 pandemic, Hon’ble Minister also requested for Indian investments in agriculture  and allied sector.
Hon’ble Minister concluded his remarks, seeking support for debt relief/restructuring under the G-20
Common Framework. He also requested for investments in the mining and agriculture sectors. 
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Hon’ble President of India Smt. Droupadi Murmu addresses to the Nation on the eve of
74th Republic Day

Dear  fellow  citizens, Namaskar!  On  the  eve  of  the  74th
Republic  Day,  I  extend  my  heartiest  greetings  to  every
Indian, at home and abroad. From the day the Constitution
came into effect to the present day, it has been an amazing
journey that has inspired many other nations. Every citizen
has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  Indian  Story.  When  we
celebrate  the  Republic  Day,  we  celebrate  what  we  have
achieved, together, as a nation. India is, of course, home to
one  of  the  oldest  living  civilisations.  India  is  called  the
mother of democracy.   As a modern Republic, however, we

are young. In the early years of Independence, we faced countless challenges and adversities. Very
high levels of poverty and illiteracy were just two of the many ill-effects of the long foreign rule. Yet,
the spirit of India was undeterred. With hope and confidence, we began an experiment unique in the
history of humankind. Such a vast and diverse multitude of people coming together as one nation
remains unprecedented. We did so with a belief that we are, after all, one; that we are all Indians. We
have succeeded as a democratic republic because so many creeds and so many languages have not
divided us, they have only united us. That is the essence of India.

Dear fellow citizens, As a result of a series of initiatives in recent years to transform all aspects of
governance and unleash creative energies of people, the world has started to look at India with a new
sense of respect. Our interventions in various world forums have started making a positive difference.
The respect that India has earned on the world stage has resulted in new opportunities as well as
responsibilities. This year, as you know, India holds the presidency of the Group of 20 nations. Under
India’s leadership, I am sure, G20 will be able to further enhance its efforts to build a more equitable
and sustainable world order.  To maintain the balance between development and environment,  we
have  to  look  at  the  ancient  traditions  with  a  new perspective.  We need  to  reconsider  our  basic
priorities. The scientific aspects of traditional life-values have to be understood. We must, once again,
rekindle that respect for nature and humility before the vast universe. Let me state here that Mahatma
Gandhi  was  a  true  prophet  of  our  times,  as  he  foresaw  the  calamities  of  indiscriminate
industrialization and cautioned the world to mend its ways.

Generations of people working in different fields deserve praise for their invaluable contribution in
the development story of our Republic so far. I commend the roles of farmers, workers, scientists and
engineers whose combined strength enables our country to live up to the spirit of “Jai Jawan, Jai
Kisan,  Jai  Vigyan,  Jai  Anusandhan”.  I  appreciate  every  citizen  who  contributes  to  the  nation’s
progress. I also convey my greetings to our diaspora, the great ambassadors of India’s culture and
civilisation. 

On the occasion of Republic Day, I convey my special appreciation to our jawans who guard our
borders and are ready to make any sacrifice for the country. I also express my appreciation for all the
brave soldiers of paramilitary forces and police-forces who provide internal security to their fellow
citizens. I salute all the brave-hearts of our armed forces, paramilitary-forces and police-forces who
laid down their lives in the line of duty. I convey my blessings to all the dear children for their bright
future. Once again, I extend my best wishes to all of you on this Republic Day.

Read more - https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1893709
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                          Glimpses of Republic Day Parade at Kartavya Path 

Courtesy : Press Information Bureau, India

5



    Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi addresses 108th Indian Science Congress 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi addressed the 108th Indian
Science  Congress  (ISC)  on 3rd January  2023.  The focal  theme of  this
year's ISC is “Science and Technology for Sustainable Development with
Women  Empowerment”  which  will  witness  discussions  on  issues  of
sustainable development, women empowerment and the role of science &
technology in achieving this. (Photo Courtesy : myGov Portal, India)

Addressing  the  gathering,  the  Prime  Minister  highlighted  the  role  of
India’s scientific strength in India’s story of development over the next 25
years. “When the spirit of national service gets infused in Science along
with  passion,  results  are  unprecedented.  I  am  sure,  India’s  scientific
community will ensure a place for our country of which it was always
deserving ”, Prime Minister  said. 

Speaking about the result of India’s tryst with the scientific approach, the
Prime Minister said that India is being counted among the top countries of
the world as India moved to  40th place in the Global Innovation Index in
2022 from 81st place in 2015. India is among the top three nations in the

world in terms of the number of PhDs and startup ecosystems.  Expressing happiness about the theme of the
Science Congress this year which combines sustainable development with women empowerment, the Prime
Minister emphasised the complementarity between the two areas. However, he stressed, “Our thinking is not
just  that  we  should  empower  women  via  science  but  also  empowering  science  by  the  contribution  of
women.”  
Read more : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1888228 

Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi flags off World’s Longest River Cruise - 
MV Ganga Vilas 

Hon’ble  Prime Minister  Mr.  Narendra  Modi  Tflagged off  the  World’s
Longest River Cruise-MV Ganga Vilas and inaugurated the Tent City at
Varanasi via video conferencing on 13th January 2023. 

Prime Minister mentioned that India is entering into a robust phase of
tourism as with a growing global profile,  curiosity about India is  also
increasing.  That  is  why,  said  the  Prime  Minister,  in  the  last  8  years
various  steps  were  taken to  expand the tourism sector  in  the country.
Places of faith were developed on priority and Kashi is a live example of
such  efforts.  With  improved  facilities  and  the  rejuvenation  of  Kashi
Vishvanath  Dham,  Kashi  has  seen  a  huge  increase  in  the  number  of
visiting devotees. This has given a massive boost to the local economy.
The New Tent City, infused with modernity, spirituality and faith, will
provide a novel experience to the tourists.  The Prime Minister said that

today’s event is a reflection of the policies, decisions and direction taken after 2014 in the country. “This
decade of the 21st century is a decade of infrastructure transformation in India. India is witnessing a level of
infrastructure which was unimaginable a few years ago.” He said from Social  infrastructure like houses,
toilets,  hospitals,  electricity,  water,  cooking gas,  educational  institutes to digital  infrastructure to physical
connectivity infrastructure like railways, waterways, airways and roads, all these are strong indicators of the
rapid growth of India. In all the fields India is seeing the best and biggest, he pointed out. 

Read more : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1890895 
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 Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurates 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
Convention 

Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurated the 17th Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas Convention in Indore,  Madhya Pradesh on 9th January
2023.  The  Prime  Minister  released  a  commemorative  postal  stamp
‘Surakshit Jaayen, Prashikshit Jaayen’ and also inaugurated the first-ever
digital  PBD  Exhibition  on  the  theme  ‘Azadi  Ka  Amrit  Mahotsav  -
Contribution of Diaspora in Indian Freedom Struggle’.
Prime  Minister  remarked  that  the  Pravasi  Bhartiyas  have  another
important role to play in addressing the world’s desire to know more about
India. He said that the world is watching India keenly with great curiosity
and highlighted  the  extraordinary  achievements  of  the  nation  in  recent
years. The Prime Minister gave the example of the Make in India vaccine
and the record inoculation figures of more than 220 crore free doses to
Indians.  He  also  mentioned  India’s  emergence  in  the  global  economy
during  the  current  period  of  instability  and  becoming  the  5th  largest

economy in the world. The Prime Minister also gave examples of the rising startup ecosystem and Make in
India in the electronics manufacturing sector. The Prime Minister also mentioned India’s cashless economy
and fintech and said that 40% of the world’s real-time digital transactions are being done in India. Speaking
about space technology, the Prime Minister said that India is creating multiple records of launching hundreds
of satellites at once. He also threw light on the software and digital technology industry of India and said that
its capability is only increasing with time. “The message of India has its distinct  importance”, the Prime
Minister said as he remarked that the strength of the country is only going to get a boost in the future. 

Read more : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1878548 

(Photo Courtesy : Press Information Bureau, India)
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Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi met Dr. Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali, President of Guyana on the sidelines of 17th 
PBD Convention  in Madhya Pradesh on January 9, 2023

Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi met  Mr. 
Chandrikapersad Santokhi, President of Suriname, on 
the sidelines of 17th PBD Convention in Madhya 
Pradesh on January 9, 2023.



 Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi addresses  the 97th Episode of ‘Mann Ki 
Baat (29 January 2023)

My dear countrymen, Namaskar. This is the first 'Mann Ki Baat' of
2023 and along with it, it is also the ninety-seventh episode of the
programme. It gives me great pleasure to interact with all of you once
again. 

My dear countrymen, if I ask you, what is common between Yoga
Day and our different types of coarse grains - Millets, then you might
think…what  is  this  comparison?  If  I  say  that  both  have  a  lot  in
common, you will be surprised. In fact, the United Nations has taken
the decision of both International Yoga Day and International Year of
Millets after India's proposal. Secondly, yoga is also related to health
and millets also play an important role in health. The third thing is

more important – a revolution is on the way because of public participation in both campaigns. Just as people
have made yoga and fitness a part of their lives by taking active participation on a large scale; similarly
people are adopting millets on a large scale. People are now making millets a part of their diet. A huge impact
of this change is also visible. On the one hand, the small farmers who traditionally used to produce millets are
very excited. They are very happy that the world has now started understanding the importance of millets. On
the other hand, FPOs and entrepreneurs have started efforts to market millets and make them available to
people.
Friends, Today G-20 summit events are going on in every corner of India and I am happy that in every corner
of the country, wherever the G-20 summit is being held, nutritious and tasty dishes made from millets are
included in it. Dishes like Bajra-khichdi, poha, kheer and roti, as well as Ragi-based payasam, puri and dosa
are also served here. Health drinks, cereals and noodles made from millets were showcased in the Millets
Exhibitions at all G20 venues. Indian Missions around the world are also making a lot of efforts to increase
their popularity. You can imagine that this effort of the country and the increasing demand of Millets in the
world is going to give strength to our small farmers. It gives joy to me to see that the variety of new things
that  have started  being made from Millets  today is  being liked equally by the  young generation.  I  also
congratulate the listeners of 'Mann Ki Baat' for such a wonderful start to the International Year of Millets and
for relentlessly taking it forward.

My dear countrymen, this time in our country, especially in North India, there was severe winter. In this
winter, people also enjoyed snowfall on the mountains. Some pictures came in from Jammu and Kashmir
which captivated hearts in the entire country. People from all over the world are liking these pictures on social
media. Due to snowfall, our Kashmir valley has become very beautiful like every year this time too! People
also particularly like the video of the train going from Banihal to Budgam. Beautiful snowfall, white sheet
like snow all around. People are saying that this scene looks like a fairy tale! Many people are saying that
these are not pictures of any foreign country, but of Kashmir in our own country.
My dear countrymen, our efforts to strengthen our Republic should go on relentlessly. The Republic becomes
strong 'by public participation', 'by everyone's effort', 'by performing one's duties towards the country', and I
am satisfied that, our 'Mann Ki Baat', is the emphatic voice of such dutiful fighters. We will meet again next
time with interesting and inspiring stories of such dedicated people. 
Read more : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1894439 
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                                                           High Commission’s News
                                     High Commission celebrates 74th Republic Day  

High Commission of India  celebrated 74th Republic Day on 26th January 2023. H.E. Mr. Ashok Kumar, High
Commissioner  unfurled the Indian flag in the presence of the Indian diaspora followed by singing of the
National Anthem.  High Commissioner read out the address to the Nation by the Hon’ble President of India
Smt. Droupadi Murmu on the eve of the 74th Republic Day . The event also marked rendering of patriotic
songs and dance performances on patriotic themes. High Commissioner felicitated winners of online quiz on
‘Indian Freedom Fighters and Freedom Struggle’  and Essay Competition organized by the High Commission.
Those who successfully completed Yoga Courses  being conducted by Teacher  of Indian Culture  at the High
Commission have also been felicitated with certificates.  An ‘India Corner’ was set up showcasing various
handicrafts. Various Millets and its products  were also displayed to promote millets as part of International
Year of Millet 2023. About 250 people from Indian Diaspora and Friends of India attended the Republic Day
celebrations. 

9



                              Tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on 75th Martyr's Day        

High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar, Mission's officials  & members of Indian Community paid floral
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi on 75th Martyr's Day (Shaheed Divas) on 30 th January 2023. On the occasion, a
Video Talk titled 'Mahatma Gandhi's Quest in the Service of Humanity' by Dr. Shobhana Radhakrishna was

also screened.                                
                                                Celebration of Vishwa Hindi Divas  

High  Commission  celebrated  Vishwa  Hindi  Divas  on  10th January  2023.   Cd’A  Mr.  Murugesan
Ramaswamy read  out  the  message  delivered  by  Hon’ble  Prime  Minister  Mr.  Narendra  Modi  on  the
occasion  of  Vishwa  Hindi  Divas.  Various  activities  viz.  poem  recital,  paragraph  reading  etc  were
organized and participants were felicitated. The winners of Hindi Essay Competition organized by the
High Commission  as part of Vishwa Hindi Divas 2023 were also felicitated. 
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                                     17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention  

 Members from Indian community witnessed live streaming of 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention at the
High Commission on 9th and 10th January 2023. 

                                                        Swachhata Pakhwada

Officials of the Mission and their family members participated in cleanliness drive organized at the High
Commission during  Swachhata Pakhwada from 01-15 January 2023.  
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(Photo Courtesy : MyGov Portal, India)
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                                                         UPCOMING BUSINESS EVENTS 

                                                            PLASTINDIA 2023

 PLASTINDIA 2023 will be organized by IMC Chamber of Commerce and Industry from  February
01-05,  2023  at  Pragati  Maidan,  New  Delhi.   For  more  information  please  visit  the  website
https://www.plastindia.org/

                    AAHAR- The International Food & Hospitality Fair, 14-18 March 2023

 AAHAR  -The  International  Food  &  Hospitality  Fair  will  be  organized  by   IMC  Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry from 14-18 March 2023 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. The fair will focus
on Food, Beverages, Hotel& Restaurant Equipment, Supplies etc. For more information please visit
the website https://indiatradefair.com/aahardelhi/

     

       8th Smart Cities India 2023 (#SCI 2023), Convergence India Expo (#CI 2023)

8th  Smart  Cities  India  2023  (#SCI  2023),  Convergence  India  Expo  (#CI  2023),  India’s  largest
Infrastructure and Technology Expo, will be organized by  ITPO in association with M/s Exhibitions
India Group from 27-29 March 2023 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.  For more information please
visit the website https://www.smartcitiesindia.com/

                                   25th Intentional Engineering and Technology Fair

25th Intentional Engineering and Technology Fair will be held from 16-18 February 2023 at Pragati
Maidan,  New  Delhi.   For  more  information  please  visit  the  website
https://www.ietfindia.in/IETF.html 

www.hcizambia.gov.in              www.fb.com/HCIZambia                         @indiainzambia
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