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Editor’s Desk
With utmost pride ENVOY EXCELLENCY presents this Special Collectable Edition on the
occasion of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav: Celebrating 75 years of India's Independence.
We are deeply obliged to H.E. Shri Ashok Kumar, High Commissioner of India to Zambia and
Special Representative to COMESA for contributing an exclusive interview and Message for the
special collectable edition.
An initiative of the Government of India to commemorate the 75th year of the country’s
Independence, Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav is an embodiment of all that is progressive about the
nation’s socio cultural, political and economic identity. India has evolved to become a force to
reckon with.
Freedom Fighters of India were the greatest leaders and revolutionaries, who sacrificed their
lives with courage, determination, and love for their country. They faced struggles, tortures,
exploitations, and unbearable pain in order to bring freedom and justice to our country. They
are considered to be the epitome of patriotism.
India’s digital payments system -has evolved rapidly over the last few years. This has been
encouraged by various developments in information and communication technology and by
forward looking Regulatory and Government policies. The trinity of near, universal account
penetration, increasing, smartphones penetration mand low-cost payments rails has led to a
never-before boom in digital transactions.
Start-Up India is a flagship initiative of the Government of India, intended to build a strong
eco-system for nurturing innovation and Start-ups in the country that will drive sustainable
economic growth and generate large scale employment opportunities.
Zambia, with its rich natural resources, has become an important destination for Indian
investments particularly in the mining sector. With an investment of over US$5bn, India is one
of the leading investors in Zambia. Zambia has a large and vibrant Indian community many of
them had settled down in Zambia decades ago.
The Zambian Vice President, H.E. Mrs. W. K. Mutale Nalumango visited India to attend the 17th
CII EXIM Bank India-Africa Growth Partnership Conclave from July 19- July 20 2022.
In addition, on the behalf of our entire team, let me convey sincere gratitude to all the
contributors who helped making this special collectable edition successful.
Sincere wishes, and happy reading.

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed
in this magazine are solely those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the editors
or publisher. Although all efforts have been made
to ensure the complete accuracy of text, neither the
editor nor publisher can accept responsibility for
consequences arising from errors or omissions or
any opinions or advice given.
© All rights reserved. Any imitations or reproduction of content and/
or design is strictly prohibited. Any such act will be considered highly
offensive and unvite legal action. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored or transmitted in any way or by any means without
the prior permission of the publisher.

Prof. Manoj Sharma
(editor@envoyexcellency.com)

MESSAGE
from

H.E. MR. ASHOK KUMAR, HIGH COMMISSIONER
OF INDIA TO ZAMBIA AND SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE TO COMESA
This year marks the historic 75th anniversary of India’s independence. As the world’s largest democracy turns 75, at this juncture, it gives
us an opportunity to reflect on our glorious past, our achievements and to prepare ground for a successful future.
Today India is the world’s fastest growing major economy, on course to become the third largest economy by 2030. From connecting to
the inner-self through the age-old practice of Yoga to making forays in the realm of outer space, the giant strides of India spans a wide
spectrum.
On this auspicious occasion of the 75th year of India’s independence, I recall the warm, historic and strong bilateral relationship that India
shares with Zambia. Having a similar colonial past, we share a common platform on many contemporary issues. The trade and commerce
between the two countries have been on a rise over the last decade. Newer areas of cooperation are being identified for the mutual benefit
of the two countries. The bonds between the two countries have been further strengthened by the large number of Indian community.
Zambia has wholeheartedly acknowledged and appreciated the Indian diaspora’s contribution to its economy and have accepted them as
their own with an open heart.
I also place on record the longstanding relationship that India shares with the Common Market for Eastern & Southern Africa (COMESA)
and intend to make it more intense, meaningful and diverse for mutual benefit of India and the countries of the COMESA region.
On this happy and proud occasion, I wish that the spirit of the Indian tri-colour pervades the world to bring eternal love, lasting peace
and perennial prosperity.
I place my sincere thanks to Envoy Excellency for bringing out this special supplement on this historic occasion.

In an Interview with Envoy Excellency
H.E. Shri Ashok Kumar, High Commissioner of India to Zambia
and Special Representative to COMESA
It is well known that India and Zambia share historic and
cordial relationship since the independence of Zambia
in 1964. What can you tell us about the contemporary
relationship between India and Zambia? What is your vision
for taking this relationship to the next level.
It is a matter of happiness and satisfaction that India-Zambia
bilateral relations are historic and both countries share a
common understanding on many issues of bilateral, regional
and global importance. India was among the first few countries,
which recognised Zambia as a sovereign country just after its
independence in 1964. It is also heartening to know that the
Zambian leadership have time and again acknowledged the
profound influence of Mahatma Gandhi, father of the Nation on
the leading freedom movement personalities of Zambia, including

the first President of Zambia, Late Dr. Kenneth David Kaunda. The
bilateral relations are continuously growing under the successive
leaderships of both the countries and today have become multifaceted and multi-dimensional.
The world has been witnessing a very fast and evolving global
order leading to dynamic shifts in position of countries on major
global issues. However, the deep-rooted bilateral relationship
between India and Zambia has stood the test of time and has
remained strong, steady and sensitive to the mutual needs of the
two countries. Efforts are being made with the new Government
of Zambia led by H.E. Mr. Hakainde Hichilema, President of the
Republic of Zambia to identify newer areas of cooperation to make
the relationship responsive to the contemporary needs of the two
countries.
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The New Dawn Government has assumed power in Zambia since
August 2021. I have recently called on the H.E. Mr. Hakainde
Hichilema, President of the Republic of Zambia during which
he acknowledged the longstanding historic bilateral relationship
with India and termed it as Zambia’s oldest relationship at people
to people level. He expressed the willingness of his Government
to cooperate more closely with India on various sectors including
agriculture, infrastructure, healthcare, higher education, SME
development etc. India welcomes and looks forward for more close
and fruitful engagements with Zambia.
In July 2022, Her Honour Mrs. W. K. Mutale Nalumango, Vice
President of the Republic of Zambia, led a Zambian delegation
including the Minister for SME Development to the 17th CIIEXIM Bank Conclave on India-Africa Growth Partnership held
in New Delhi. This was a high level visit from Zambia to India
from the New Dawn Government. Her Honour the Vice President
recalled the longstanding friendly relationship between India and
Zambia and sought India’s support in Zambia’s healthcare sector,
SME development, cooperative sector etc. Her Honour also called
for an increased trade and commerce and investment in Zambia
from India. The Hon’ble Minister of SME Development of the
Republic of Zambia Mr. Elias Mubanga also attended the Conclave.
The impression of Her Honour the Vice President and Hon’ble
Minister of SME Development was highly encouraging, which is
well evident with the media coverage of the visit. This visit would
certainly help in deepening bilateral engagement in healthcare,
pharmaceutical, SME development, cooperative sector etc. India
looks forward for more such high level visits in future.
India, being the founder member of WTO, supports the
enhancement of trade from developing countries like Zambia and
provides unilateral duty-free and preferential market access on
about 98.2% of India’s tariff lines under DFTP Scheme to Zambia.
We expect Zambia to fully utilise this preferential treatment and
increase its share in bilateral trade.
The Government of India appreciates the economic reforms being
undertaken by the New Dawn Government of Zambia, which
would lead to economic and social development and opportunities
for deeper engagement for mutual benefit. Despite its high
unsustainable debt challenge, we look forward that Government
of Zambia would successfully negotiate its debt with its creditors
for appropriate solutions. This will unlock the resources for several
opportunities of bilateral cooperation in the emerging areas leading
to value addition like industrial development, diversification of
agriculture and agro-processing, SME and cooperative sector,
healthcare, higher education and vocational training and skill
development to name a few.
India and Zambia aim to increase bilateral trade and Zambia
has been seeking investments from India in its core economic
sectors. What are the opportunities for an Indian investor?
While the bilateral trade between India and Zambia has been
rising over the last decade (barring the COVID pandemic period),
it still lies below its true potential. The trade basket between India
and Zambia has largely remained unchanged over the years,
with pharmaceuticals, engineering goods and plastic & linoleum
constituting larger share in India’s exports and Zambia’s export
remains mainly confined to gem stones and precious metals.
India is exploring new commodities to include in its trade basket
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to diversify India’s export to Zambia. Further, there are growing
opportunities in the export of services, including consultancy
services.
It is noteworthy that the New Dawn Government is taking several
forward looking steps on both macro and micro economic front to
revive the Zambian economy. There are some visible green shoots
like stability of Kwacha, reduction in inflation rate below 10%,
encouraging sign of debt restructuring negotiations with creditors.
The offer of investments on the 100,000 hectares of land-block in
each of Zambia’s ten provinces, significant increase in allocation
in the Constituency Development Fund, would certainly help in
revival of economy. I hope that the Government of Zambia would
continue its economic reform agenda and offer attractive incentives
and provide secure environment to Indian investors.
What message do you give to the Indian diaspora in Zambia
on the occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, celebrating 75
years of India’s independence?
The journey of India as an independent and the world’s largest
democracy has reached a historic phase. India is celebrating 75th
anniversary of its independence this year. The whole country
under the leadership of our dynamic Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi ji has taken the pledge to celebrate this occasion befittingly
in a grand manner, fulfilling the dreams and aspirations of the
people of India. The Mission has also been organising various
programmes and events with the support of the Indian diaspora.
I highly acknowledge the role of Indian diaspora in proudly
redefining and establishing India’s prominency in the world stage.
In the Zambian context, the India-connect has been for over a
century. It is estimated that about 25000 strong Indian diaspora
and about 5000 NRIs have made Zambia their home and they
are playing a significant role in Zambia’s development and also
building the bridges of friendship and understanding between
the Indian and the friendly Zambian people. H.E. Mr. Hakainde
Hichilema, the President of the Republic of Zambia has also
acknowledged the important role of the Indian diaspora in the
economic development of Zambia. The successive Governments of
Zambia have praised the role of the Indian community in Zambia.
I appeal to the Indian diaspora to continue their good work and
play their meaningful role in strengthening the bilateral relations
between the two countries and to keep flying high the spirit of the
tri-colour.
Please shed some light on India’s development partnership
programmes with Zambia. Also please let us know on the
various educational /scholarship programmes offered by
India.
Development partnership has become a prominent aspect of
India’s relationship with the world as it is ingrained in India’s ethos
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which means the whole world is one
family. Over the years, India has provided economic assistance to
Zambia in the form of EXIM Bank support, grants, ITEC training
slots and scholarships for various higher education courses and
capacity building programmes.
The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
Programme is a flagship programme of India, which was launched
in 1964, offering a wide range of capacity building and skill
development programmes. Presently, 170 ITEC slots are earmarked

for Zambia. New modalities like e-ITEC, ITEC-Onsite and ITEC
executive have been included in the bouquet of ITEC courses.

diaspora was invited so that they come to know about India and
its culture heritage.

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) offers ten slots
to Zambia to pursue under-graduate, post graduate and higher
courses to strengthen the cultural linkages between the two
countries.

The High Commission has been organizing various events to
celebrate AzadiKa Amrit Mahotsav, which include celebration
of Constitution Day, National Youth Day, Vishwa Hindi Divas,
National Tourism Day, Rangoli event on Makar Sankranti,
National Science Day, Webinar on Mahatma Gandhi, ITEC Day,
Rabindranath Tagore birth anniversary, International Women’s
Day, International Yoga Day. In addition Mission has also been
organizing various competitions like quizzes, essays and painting
on topics focussed on Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

The Study in India programme is another flagship project
launched in April 2018. The programme offers scholarship
courses in the prestigious top ranking Indian universities and
institutes of higher learning.
The e-Vidya Bharti network project was launched in October
2019. Zambia is among the 22 participating countries in Africa.
Presently six premier higher educational institutes from India are
offering Under-Graduate/Post-Graduate and certificate courses
in Zambia. Over 750 students have so far benefitted from this
programme. The iLearn programme is operated from Mulungushi
University in Kabwe, Central Province.
To strengthen democratic ethos among democratic countries,
ICCR has hosted a six-member Zambian delegation for
Generation-Next Democracy Network Programme as part of
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (75 years of India’s independence)
in July this year. It was highly appreciable that the delegation
was comprised of youth members of both ruling & opposition
political parties and entrepreneurs. This was the testimony of H.E.
Mr. Hakainde Hichilema’s vision to reach out to even opposition
party youth members. The Zambian delegation experienced
various facets of India’s democratic traditions and cultural facets,
including visits to prominent democratic institutions.
Under the Development Partnership programme, the recent
project worth mentioning is the Lusaka City Road De-congestion
Project implemented by M/s Afcons. The project was financed
by EXIM Bank of India. India has also supported Zambia for
construction of 650 rural pre-fabricated health posts, majority of
which are operational. India has also supplied medicines to fight
against COVID-19 pandemic.
How do you promote Indian Culture in Zambia. Kindly
comment on the AKAM celebrations in Zambia.
We have a sizeable and vibrant Indian community in Zambia. The
most heartening aspect of the Indian diaspora lies in their efforts
to maintain strong cultural linkages with India to keep it alive and
throbbing in Zambia. In order to promote Indian culture abroad,
the High Commission of India in Zambia, organises various
cultural events including regular visits of cultural troupes from
Indian Council for Cultural Relations(ICCR). A dance troupe
sponsored by ICCR visited Zambia in June 2022 and performed at
Lusaka and Ndola, which was very well received and appreciated
by the community and local people. Mission also participates in
the cultural programmes organised by the local Indian diaspora
to encourage them to promote and propagate Indian cultural
values and ethos.
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is a flagship event organized by the
Government of India to connect with the vibrant Indian diaspora.
This year, participation of the younger generation of the Indian

The High Commission also collaborates with the Lusaka Indian
Ladies’ Association (LILA), a Charity Organisation, to organise
various events including Indian cultural programmes. In June
2022, the LILA in collaboration with the High Commission
organised “UTSAV”, a grand Indian MELA showcasing various
facets of Indian culture. We were privileged that the event was
graced by the first lady of Zambia Her Excellency Mrs. Mutinta
Hichilema. ICCR has recently deputed a Teacher of Indian
Culture with special focus on promotion of Yoga, an integral part
of India’s cultural heritage. The Mission also conducts regular
Hindi classes for the children of the Indian diaspora and local
Zambian people.
You have completed almost an year now in Zambia. How
would you narrate your experience in Zambia so far.
My experience in Zambia started on a very pleasant note. It was
a happy coincidence that I arrived in Zambia on 24th August,
2021, the day H.E. Mr. Hakainde Hichilema, President of the
Republic of Zambia took oath of office as the 7th President of
the Republic.
Zambia is a beautiful country with abundant natural resources
and moderate climatic conditions. I found that the Zambians are
friendly, forthcoming and inquisitive about India and its people
and want to know more about the success stories of the largest
democracy of the world.
Since my arrival, I am observing the efforts of the New Dawn
Government for the economic revival of the country, introduction
of several socio-economic programmes and efforts to bring
transparency in management of public funds and its outreach to
foreign countries, including India to strengthen relationship. In
my engagements with Ministers and senior bureaucrats, I have
emphasized on the values of the relationship that India shares
with Zambia with the ten golden principles of India’s engagement
with Africa illustrated by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
Shri Narendra Modi ji with the desire of the Government of India
to further consolidate relationship with Zambia. I am receiving
encouraging response from the Zambian side and I am very
optimistic that our relationship with Zambia will reach to newer
heights.
The recent successful visit of Her Honour Mrs. W. K. Mutale
Nalumango Vice President of the Republic of Zambia to India
has opened a new chapter in our relationship with the New Dawn
Government of Zambia. We look forward for more bilateral visits
to give new impetus to our historic and cordial relationship.
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21° N, 73° E

The Statue of Unity
The Statue of Unity is a colossal statue of Indian statesman and independence activist Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (1875–1950) who was
the first Home Minister of independent India and the chief adherent of Mahatma Gandhi during the non-violent Indian Independence
movement; highly respected for his leadership in uniting the 562 princely states of India to form the single Union of India. It is located in
the state of Gujarat, India. It is the world’s tallest statue with a height of 182 metres. It is located on a river island facing the Sardar Sarovar
Dam on the river Narmada in Kevadiya colony, 100 kilometres (62 mi) southeast of the city of Vadodara.
It was designed by Indian sculptor Ram V. Sutar, and was inaugurated by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 31 October 2018, the
143rd anniversary of Patel’s birth.
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INDIA AT A G
Introduction

India, a South Asian nation, is the seventh-largest country by area,
the second-most populous country with over 1.38 billion people,
and the most populous democracy in the world. India boasts of an
immensely rich cultural heritage including numerous languages,
traditions, and people. The country holds its uniqueness in its
diversity, and hence has adapted itself to international changes with
poise and comfort. While the economy has welcomed international
companies to invest in it with open arms since liberalisation in
the 1990s, Indians have been prudent and pro-active in adopting
global approach and skills. Indian villagers have proudly taken
up farming, advanced agriculture and unique handicrafts as their
profession on one hand, while modern industries and professional
services sectors are coming up in a big way on the other.
Thus, the country is attracting many global majors for strategic
investments owing to the presence of vast range of industries,
investment avenues and a supportive Government. Huge
population, mostly comprising the youth, is a strong driver for
demand and an ample source of manpower.
Location: India lies to the north of the equator in Southern Asia
Latitude: 8° 4' to 37° 6' north
Longitude: 68° 7' to 97° 25' east

ore, chromite, natural gas, diamonds, petroleum, limestone, arable
land.
Land: 2,973,190 sq kms
Water: 314,070 sq kms

Political Profile

Political System and Government: The world's largest democracy
implemented its Constitution in 1950 that provided for a
parliamentary system of Government with a bicameral parliament
and three independent branches: The executive, the legislature
and the judiciary. The country has a federal structure with elected
Governments in States.
Administrative Divisions: 28 States and 8 Union Territories.
Constitution: The Constitution of India came into force on
January 26, 1950.
Executive Branch: The President of India is the Head of the State,
while the Prime Minister is the Head of the Government and runs
office with the support of the Council of Ministers who forms the
Cabinet.

Neighbouring Countries: Pakistan and Afghanistan share
political borders with India on the west while Bangladesh and
Myanmar stand adjacent on the eastern borders. The northern
boundary comprises the Sinkiang province of China, Tibet, Nepal
and Bhutan. Sri Lanka is another neighbouring country which is
separated by a narrow channel of sea formed by the Palk Strait and
the Gulf of Mannar.

Legislative Branch: The Federal Legislature comprises of the Lok
Sabha (House of the People) and the Rajya Sabha (Council of
States), forming both the Houses of the Parliament.
Judicial Branch: The Supreme Court of India is the apex body
of the Indian legal system, followed by other High Courts and
subordinate Courts.
Chief of State: President, Droupadi Murmu (since July 25, 2022)
Head of Government: Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi (since
May 26, 2014)

Capital: New Delhi

Demographic profile

Climate: Southern India majorly enjoys tropical climate but
northern India experiences temperatures from sub-zero degrees
to 50 degrees Celsius. Winters embrace northern India during
December to February while spring blossoms in March and April.
Monsoon arrives in June and stays till September, followed by
autumn in October and November.

Population: 1,380,004,385
Population Growth Rate: 0.99% (2020)
Religions: Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism,
Jainism
Languages: Hindi, English and at least 16 other official languages
Literacy: Total population: 77.7%
Male: 84.7%
Female: 70.3%
Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal
Life expectancy: 67.4 years (men), 70.2 years (women) (2012--16,
National Health Profile-2019)

Area: India measures 3,214 kms from north to south and 2,933
kms from east to west with a total area of 3,287,263 sq kms.

Economic Profile
Indian Economy

Coastline: 7,517 kms, including mainland, coastlines of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal and Lakshadweep Islands
in the Arabian Sea.

Natural Resources: Coal (fourth-largest reserve in the world),
iron ore, manganese, mica, bauxite, rare earth elements, titanium

India’s real gross domestic product (GDP) at current prices stood at
Rs. 195.86 lakh crore (US$ 2.71 trillion) in FY21 as per the second
advance estimates (SAE) for 2020-21.
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LANCE

Gross Value Added (GVA) Quarterly Estimates at Basic Prices in
2020-21 at Constant 2011-12 Prices
• Agriculture, forestry & fishing: Rs. 2,028,288 crore (US$
279.32 billion).
• Mining & Quarrying: Rs. 292,336 crore (US$ 40.26 billion).
• Manufacturing: Rs. 2,079,538 crore (US$ 286.38 billion).
• Electricity, gas, water supply & other utility services: Rs.
306,048 crore (US$ 42.15 billion).
• Construction: Rs. 928,988 crore (US$ 127.93 billion).
• Trade, hotels, transport, communications & services related
to broadcasting: Rs. 2,213,570 crore (US$ 304.83 billion).
• Financial, real estate & professional services: Rs. 2,875,751
crore (US$ 396.02 billion).
• Public administration, defence & other services: Rs. 1,686,977
crore (US$ 232.32 billion).
• Forex Reserves: US$ 582.04 billion, as of March 12, 2021.
• Value of Export: India’s overall exports from April 2020 to
February 2021 were estimated at US$ 439.64 billion.
• Export Partners: US, Germany, UAE, China, Japan, Thailand,
Indonesia and European Union. India is also tapping newer
markets in Africa and Latin America.
• Currency (code): Indian rupee (Rs).
• Exchange Rates: Indian rupee per US$: 1 US$ = 72.60 Rs. as of
March, 2021.
• Fiscal Year: April 01 - March 31.
• Cumulative FDI Equity Inflow: US$ 749.39 billion (April 2000
to December 2020).
• Share of the Top Investing Countries in FDI Equity
Inflow: Mauritius (28%), Singapore (22%), the US (8%), the
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Netherlands (7%), Japan (7%), the UK (6%), Germany (2%),
Cyprus (2%), the UAE (2%) and Cayman Islands (2%), from
April 2000 to December 2020

• Key

Sectors Attracting the Highest FDI Equity
Inflow: Services Sector (16%), Computer Software & Hardware
(13%), Telecommunications (7%), Trading (6%), Construction
Development (5%), Automobile (5%), Chemicals (4%),
Construction Activities (5%), Drugs and Pharmaceuticals (3%)
and Hotel & Tourism (3%), from April 2000 to December 2020.

• Transportation in India

Airports: Airports Authority of India (AAI) manages 153
airports, which include 29 international airports and 10 civil
enclaves as defence airfields in the country.
International Airports: Ahmedabad, Amritsar, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Goa, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Kochi, Kolkata, Mumbai,
New Delhi, Thiruvananthapuram, Port Blair, Srinagar, Jaipur,
Nagpur, Calicut.
Railways: The Indian Railways network is spread over 108,706
kms with 13,452 passenger trains and 9,141 freight trains daily
from 7,172 stations, plying 23 million travellers and 3 million
tonnes (MT) of freight daily.
Roadways: India’s road network of 4.87 million kms is the
second largest in the world. With the number of vehicles
growing at an average annual pace of 10.16%, Indian roads
carry about 60% of freight and 87% of passenger traffic.
Waterways: 14,500 kms.
Major Ports of Entry: Chennai, Ennore, Haldia, Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Trust (JNPT), Kolkata, Deen Dayal, Kochi,
Mormugao, Mumbai, New Mangalore, Paradip, Tuticorin and
Vishakhapatnam.

Source: IBEF

Mahatma Gandhi- Father of the Nation

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was an Indian lawyer, anti-colonial nationalist, and political ethician.
He was born on October 2, 1869, in the town of Porbandar, Gujarat in a Hindu family. He led nationwide
campaigns for easing poverty, expanding the rights of women, building up religious harmony, ending
untouchability, and achieved swaraj, or self-rule.
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EARLY LIFE

The family’s religious background was very liberal. Gandhi ji was
deeply influenced by the Bhagavat Geeta. In May 1883, Gandhi
ji, aged 13 was married to Kasturba Gandhi ji who was 14. His
father had passed away in 1885 when Gandhi ji was only 16. In
November 1887, he graduated from high school in Ahmedabad
and went to England to pursue Law studies. He struggled
financially to get there but he was supported by a few people along
his way. His life was majorly influenced after traveling abroad for
the first time. He attended University College, London. In 1891,
he returned to India and learned that his mother had passed away
during his time in London.
In April 1893, Gandhi ji sailed to South Africa to strengthen his
views and ideas in politics. He spent 21 years in South Africa
where he faced discrimination around caste, color, and his
heritage. He preached about racism after experiencing it himself.
He participated in multiple movements, exhibitions, workshops
and served as a volunteer in many campaigns as well. Gandhi ji,
then, returned to India in 1915.
Gandhi ji joined the Indian National Congress and was introduced
to major Indian issues, politics, and the Indian people primarily
by Gokhale. Gokhale was a significant leader of the Congress
Party. In 1906, when the Britishers declared war against the Zulu
Kingdom in Natal, Gandhi ji at age 36, empathized with the Zulus
and encouraged the Indian volunteers to help in the war as an
ambulance unit.
Apart from this, he was a great preacher and used to be fond of
the Bhagwat Gita. He also advised others who used to come to
him for solving their problems; not only on a political or social
front, but many people claimed that he was the one who had
changed their lives personally as well.

ROLE IN INDIA’S INDEPENDENCE

Tensions started to worsen until Gandhi ji demanded immediate
independence in 1942. He went on several marches and hunger
strikes. The British responded by imprisoning him along with
thousands of other Congress leaders. Meanwhile, the Muslim
League cooperated with Britain and moved against Gandhi ji's
strong opposition. They demanded a totally separate Muslim
state of Pakistan. Finally in August 1947, after all the movements,
struggles, protests, and riots, the British segregated the land with
India and Pakistan each achieving independence on the terms
that Gandhi ji had criticized.
India’s role in World War I & II was highly contributed by Gandhi
ji. He had played a pivotal role in Champaran agitation, Kheda
Agitation, Khilafat Movement, Non-cooperation movement, Civil
Disobedience Movement, Quit India Movement, The Salt March,
numerous Round Table Conferences, Jallianwala Bagh massacre,
and many other campaigns and movements against the colonial
rule. Many other political leaders joined Gandhi ji’s preaching
and leadership. In 1934, Gandhi ji resigned from the Congress
party membership but he returned to active politics once again in
1936, along with the Nehru presidency and the Lucknow session
of the Congress.

MOVEMENTS INITIATED BY GANDHI JI

Gandhi ji felt that co-operation between Hindu and Muslims was
necessary for the political progress of India against the British. He
then leveraged the Khilafat movement, wherein Sunni Muslims
in India, their leaders, such as the sultans of significant and
princely states of India and Ali’s brothers championed the Turkish
Caliph as a solidarity symbol of the Sunni Islamic community.
They saw that the Caliph as their means to support Islam and the
Islamic laws after the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in the First
World War. Gandhi ji's support towards the Khilafat movement
resulted in mixed results. At first, it led to strong Muslim support
for Gandhi ji. However, the Hindu leaders including Rabindranath
Tagore probed Gandhi ji's leadership because they were largely
against being recognized or supported by the Sunni Islamic
Caliph in Turkey. The increasing support from the Muslims for
Gandhi ji, after he campaigned the Caliph's cause, stopped for the
time being the Hindu-Muslim communal violence. By the end of
1922, the Khilafat movement had collapsed.
Gandhi ji has declared in his book, Hind Swaraj, that British rule
was well-known in India with the cooperation of Indians and had
survived only because of this cooperation. If the Indians would
simply refuse to cooperate, the British rule would collapse and
swaraj would come to India. In February 1919, Gandhi ji warned
the Viceroy of India that if the British passed the Rowlett Act, then
he would appeal to the Indians to start up the civil disobedience
movement. The British government ignored him initially and
passed the law, stating that it would not yield to threats. Civil
disobedience also started and people used to assemble and protest
against the Rowlett Act. Gandhi ji’s stubborn behavior against
the Britishers gave motivation to the Indians and they heavily
protested and refused their cooperation. This led to many fatal
incidents but nothing could stop the Indians.

Mahatma Gandhi with poet Rabindranath Tagore, 1940
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During the debates between Gandhi ji and the British government
in 1931 and 1932 at the Round Table Conference, Gandhi ji
sought after the constitutional improvements as a preparation

Mahatma Gandhi spinning yarn, in the late 1920s
for the end of colonial British rule in India and began the selfrule with Indians. The Britishers also invited Indian religious
leaders, such as Muslims and Sikhs, so that they could suppress
their demands of religious lines up on Gandhi ji, as well as
Dr. B. R Ambedkar was made the representative leader of the
untouchables. The Second Round Table Conference was called
up when Gandhi ji left India between the years 1914 and 1948, in
which he was assassinated.
The Quit India Movement was also called the Leave India
Movement and August Movement and was launched at the
Bombay session of the All-India Committee on August 8, 1942,
during the time of World War II. This movement was pulled out
to demand an end to British rule in India. The Indians appealed
to the Britishers to quit the country at once otherwise the riots
would get violent and lead to disturbances.

Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated on January 30, 1948, New
Delhi.

MEMORIALS AND TRIBUTES

There are three temples in India dedicated to Gandhi ji. One is
located at Sambalpur in Orissa, the second at Nidaghatta village
in Chikmagalur district of Karnataka and the third one is at
Chityal, in Telangana. The Gandhi ji Memorial in Kanyakumari is
very much similar to the central Indian Hindu temples.
Many monuments of Gandhi ji have been built all across the
world to celebrate his legacy. Literary works, biographies, films,
documentaries, and theatre plays have also been performed and

Memorial where Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated in 1948. His
stylised footsteps lead to the memorial.
dedicated to him. In addition to all of this, the literary works,
journals, and essays written by Gandhi ji himself were also
published so that all the people around the world would be able
to know his ideology. His famous works include Hind Swaraj,
Indian Opinion, and Young India. He also penned down his
autobiography which was published by the name of “The Story of
my Experiments with Truth”.
The followers of Gandhi ji called the term of following his
preaching ‘Gandhism’ and he is now known as “The Father of
the Nation”. However, Gandhi ji himself did not approve of the
conception of Gandhism.

ENVOY EXCELLENCY | 14 |

Mahatma Gandhi leading his followers on the famous Salt March to break
the British Salt Laws.
Raja Ram” while walking. At Surat, they were greeted by 30,000
more people. When they reached the railhead at Dandi, more than
50,000 people were gathered there. Gandhi ji gave interviews and
wrote many articles along the way of the March.
The mass civil disobedience spread throughout India as
millions of Indians started to break the salt laws by making salt
themselves or buying the salt illegally. Salt was sold illegally
all over the coast of India disregarding almost every law ever
created by the British Empire. A pinch of salt made by Gandhi
ji himself was sold for Rs.1,600 which was equivalent to $750
at the time. In reaction to this march, the British government
arrested over 60,000 people by the end of the month. Mass Civil
Disobedience started to spread out widely. British clothes and
goods were boycotted. Gujarati peasants declined to pay the
taxes, under the risk of losing their crops and land. In Bengal,
people took part by refusing to pay the chowkidar tax. The

Dandi March

T

he revolutionary Dandi March has several names like
the Salt March, Salt Satyagraha, and Dandi Satyagraha.
This was an act led by Mahatma Gandhi ji as a symbol
of nonviolent civil disobedience in colonial India. This
was a 24-day March starting from March 12, 1930, to April 5,
1930. This was a direct-action campaign of tax resistance and
nonviolent protest against the British Salt Monopoly. Another
reason for the emergence of this campaign was that the Civil
Disobedience Movement needed a stronger inauguration that
would inspire more people to join this movement and follow
Gandhi ji example.
Gandhi ji started this march along with 78 of his trusted
volunteers. The march covered a distance of 240 miles or 390
km in Gujarat starting from the Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi,
which was called Navsari during that time. Mounting numbers
of Indians joined the campaign along the way. When Gandhi ji
broke the salt laws imposed by British Raj at 6:30 am on April
6, 1930, it flashed out acts of civil disobedience on a larger scale
against the salt laws by millions of Indians.
The Salt Satyagraha movement was based on Gandhi ji principles
of having a nonviolent protest called satyagraha, which he roughly
translated as "truth-force". Accurately, it was formed from the
Sanskrit words Satya, meaning truth, and Agraha, meaning
insistence. In the early 1930s, the Indian National Congress chose
the satyagraha movement as their main approach for winning
the Indian power of authority and self-rule from British rule and
Gandhi ji was appointed to organize the entire campaign. Gandhi
ji chose the 1882 British Salt Act as the first target of satyagraha.
The Salt March was joined by men belonging to almost every
region, caste, creed, and religion of India. Thousands of satyagrahis
and leaders such as Sarojini Naidu also joined him. Every day, more
and more people used to join up the march, until the parade of
the marchers became at least 3 km long. To keep their spirits up,
the marchers used to sing the Hindu bhajan “Raghu Pati Raghav

| 15 | ENVOY EXCELLENCY

Mahatma Gandhi and Sarojini Naidu during the March.
British responded to this by imposing more laws, including the
censorship of correspondence and announcing the Congress
and its associate organizations as illegal. But none of those
newer laws and measures slowed down the civil disobedience
movement.
Gandhi ji himself avoided any further active involvement after the
march, though he remained in close contact with the developments
throughout India. He formed a temporary ashram near Dandi
from where he advised female followers in Bombay to stake the
liquor shops and foreign cloth. He said that a bonfire should be
created out of foreign cloth. Schools and colleges should become
empty.
The Dandi March Movement was one of the greatest steps taken
by Gandhi ji and his followers against British Rule. They did not
create any kind of violence during this act and yet the protest
against the Britishers was made successful. This is one of the
most monumental movements in making India independent.
The National Salt Satyagraha Memorial, a memorial museum, has
been dedicated to this event. It was inaugurated in Dandi on 30
January 2019.

Wake up to a Smart Business Solution with Airtel Business
New platform from Airtel Zambia promises to deliver end-to-end innovative telecoms
solutions to help businesses on their digital journeys
By John Chola

The Covid-19 pandemic has continued to have a major impact on
businesses in Zambia since it broke out over a year ago.
For instance a Ministry of Commerce, Trade and Industry report of
the Business Survey, undertaken with the support from the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), to assess the impact
of the Covid-19 pandemic on various businesses in Zambia, shows
that 71 per cent of the respondents indicated that their businesses
were partially closed while 14 percent were totally closed.
Only 15 percent reported to have maintained normal
operationswith the Education, Transport and Catering and
Accommodation Sectors being particularly impacted by the
pandemic. The policy recommendations highlighted in this report
are based on real-time evidence, gathered from the online survey,
covering 706 large, medium, small and micro enterprises as well as
a thorough review of reports and research literature published by
different organizations on the impact the pandemic.
Zambia like many other countries around the globe have been
making frantic efforts to design intervention measures to salvage
business entities especially medium, small and micro enterprises.
As the pandemic continues to unravel with businesses becoming
even more vulnerable, Airtel Networks Zambia Plc, has again
proved to be a true partner in safeguarding businesses in helping
them stay afloat.
The mobile network provider now has what it calls ‘Airtel Business’
which is a strategic business unit specifically created to support and
advise businesses on their digital connectivity solutions especially
in these difficult times.
Airtel’s Enterprise Business Director, Ms. Lindiwe Banda explains
that Airtel Business Zambia is meant to help local businesses, from
large corporate organisations to small and medium enterprises and
start-ups, to take control of their digital transformation journeys.
Ms Banda elaborates that the new business unit will collaborate
with local enterprises to offer and deliver reliable and tailored
solutions for business mobility and fixed connectivity solutions,
through Airtel Zambia’s robust infrastructure, 100 per cent 4G
network and technical expertise.
In partnering with Airtel Business, Ms. Banda said, businesses will
adopt a unique strategic partnership model with the new platform,
to receive customised solutions that will address each business’
unique requirements.
The new platform will also offer businesses a comprehensive
telecommunications portfolio comprising of Voice Services,
Fibre based solutions, Satellite Services, Managed Data &Internet

Services, Managed e-Business Services and Managed Customised
Integrated Solutions.

“Digitalisation is a key priority for any business now,
no matter which sector it operates in and we know
that a smart network lies at the heart of any digital
transformation journey and is crucial in re-inventing a
business’ future. With the onset of COVID 19, we’ve seen
business digital solutions become a priority now more
than ever and we know that businesses need a helping
hand to navigate through the pandemic,”

Banda explains.
Banda added:
“Airtel Business Zambia is responding to today’s need in
helping enterprises become ‘digital’ and all this being done
by adopting unique partnership models with businesses
and engaging closely with each business for a personalized
service to suit their unique requirement. When we speak
of which business segments we are supporting with our
business solutions, it basically cuts across sectors,”
She noted that the current global challenges nations are facing have
squeezed a lot of businesses into a corner hence positioning itself
to support local businesses reduce on their operational costs and
optimise the way that they do their businesses.
In executing the launched product Airtel Zambia has dedicated
account managers assigned to work closely with customers
supporting the growth of each particular business.

“We also have an indirect model that supports small to
medium businesses because we have an expectation that
these are the corporates of the future and therefore it’s
important that we carry them along on the journey of
digital transformation but also in their growth. We would
like to be the partner of choice for any SME entities”

Ms. Banda said.
With many recommendations made on how stable businesses
can complement Government efforts in supporting impacted
businesses by the Covid-19 outbreak, Airtel is doing its part with
its continued innovative products and services as it strives to be the
partner of choice for business to business solutions.
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ZERO DOWNTIME. ZERO
INTERRUPTIONS. MORE
PRODUCTIVITY WITH OUR
DEDICATED INTERNET.

Get internet access options based on the size of your business.
We deliver our internet on;
Microwave:
This is wireless dedicated Internet capacity delivered via
Point-to-Point (P2P), Point-to-Multipoint (P2MP) or our 4G LTE.
Fiber:
Airtel Fiber dedicated internet capacity delivered through our wide,
growing ﬁber network.
Connect your business today;
Call +260 978 981 388 or email;
Airtelbusiness@zm.airtel.com
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India’s Great

Freedom Fighters
Freedom Fighters of India were the greatest leaders and revolutionaries, who sacrificed their lives with
courage, determination, and love for their country. They faced struggles, tortures, exploitations, and
unbearable pain in order to bring freedom and justice to our country. They are considered to be the
epitome of patriotism. Here are some very important people who served the nation before their own lives
and hence, lived forever in our memories and respect.
Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Naidu was an Indian political activist and poet. She was an important figure in the struggle
for an independent India from colonial rule. She was a prominent personality who stood up for
civil rights, women’s liberation, and anti-imperialist ideas. Apart from this, she wrote poetry that
earned her the labels of ‘the Nightingale of India’ or ‘Bharat Kokila’ by Mahatma Gandhi.
She was born to a Bengali family in Hyderabad on February 13, 1879. She got her education from
Madras, London, and Cambridge. While she was in England, she was drawn to the movement
of the Indian National Congress for India’s independence against British rule. She then became
a follower of Mahatma Gandhi and his ideas related to Swaraj. In 1925, she was selected as the
President of the Indian National Congress, and far along, she became the Governor of the United
Provinces in 1947, becoming the first woman ever to hold the office of Governor in the Dominion
of India.
She had joined the Indian Independence movement during the partition of Bengal in the year
1905. Between 1915 to 1918, she traveled to various regions in India in order to spread social
welfare, the emancipation of women, and nationalism. She started to write plays and poetry when
she was 12, and her first collection of poems was published in 1905. Naidu died due to cardiac
arrest at the Government House in Lucknow after her health started to deteriorate.
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Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi

Lakshmibai, or Manikarnika, was the Maharani of Jhansi from 1843 to 1853.
She was the wife of Maharaja Gangadhar Rao, married in May 1842, and
was one of the leading figures of the Indian Rebellion of 1857. She was born
on November 19, 1828, in Varanasi in a Marathi Brahmin family. She was
educated at home and was habituated to riding horses.
On May 10, 1857, the Indian Rebellion was started in Meerut. In June 1857,
the protestors of the 12th Bengal Native Infantry held the Fort of Jhansi in
their custody. From August 1857 to January 1858, the Fort of Jhansi was
under the rule of the Rani at peace.
She died in the Rebellion on June 18, 1858, in Gwalior after she was badly
wounded after being shot twice. Her tomb is situated in Phool Bagh area of
Gwalior. She sets an example of bravery and boldness among women and
gives them confidence even today. Among many poems, series, and movies,
the most famous poem written by Subhadra Kumari Chauhan includes the
lines- “Khoob Ladi Mardani, wo toh Jhansi Wali Rani thi”.

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was an Indian Nationalist whose
attempts during World War II made India free from British rule. He
is honored as Netaji meaning "Respected Leader" which was first
applied to Bose in Germany in early 1942 by the Indian soldiers of
the Indische Legion and by the German and Indian officials in the
Special Bureau of India in Berlin.
He was born on January 23, 1897, in a wealthy and prestigious
Bengali family in Orissa. With brilliant academic success, he was
educated at the University of Calcutta. Later, he was sent to England
to clear the Indian Civil Service Examination in which he did excel
in the first vital test but could not make it in the final attempt. On
returning to India in 1921, he joined the nationalist movement led
by Mahatma Gandhi. Bose, at first, worked with CR Das in Bengal.
In July 1940, Bose was arrested by the government of Bengal over
a small protest and later was kept isolated under a strict police
watch. In mid-January 1941, he escaped from India in a dramatic
and mysterious way and headed northwestward into Afghanistan.
Bose was featured on stamps in India in the years 1964, 1993,
1997, 2001, 2016, and 2018. Bose also featured on a ₹2 coin in the
years 1996 and 1997. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International
Airport at Kolkata, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island, and many
other institutions in India are named after him. Many screenplays,
documentaries, and movies have been made as a tribute to his
legacy.
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Bhagat Singh

Bhagat Singh was an Indian socialist revolutionary whose actions of dramatic violence and
execution at the age of 23 made him a real hero of the Indian Independence Movement. He was
born in September 1907, in the Punjab Province of British India which is presently known as
Pakistan. In 1919, he was 12 years old, when he visited the site of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre,
where hundreds of unarmed forces were killed. Singh became disillusioned with Mahatma
Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violence after he called off the Non-Cooperation Movement.
In 1923, Singh joined the National College in Lahore, where he also participated in extracurricular activities like the dramatics society. In 1923, he also won an essay competition which
was set by the Punjab Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, writing on the problems in Punjab. When police
became concerned with Singh's influence upon youths, they arrested him in May 1927 on charges
of involvement in a bombing that took place in Lahore in October 1926. He was released on the
security of Rs.60,000 after five weeks of his arrest.
Singh was sentenced to death in the conspiracy case of Lahore and was ordered to be hanged on
24 March 1931. The schedule was preponed by 11 hours and he was hanged on 23 March 1931 at
7:30 pm in the Lahore jail. He was hanged with Shivaram Rajguru and Sukhdev Thapar. Numerous
buildings, several roads, films, plays, postage stamps, songs, and a lot of other forms of tribute are
still given to him because of his heroism and bravery.

Lala Lajpat Rai

Lala Lajpat Rai was an Indian Independence activist who played a pivotal role in the
Indian Independence Movement. He was born on January 28, 1865, in Ludhiana
District of Punjab District. He joined the Government College of Lahore to pursue law
where he was influenced by the movement of Swami Dayanand Saraswati. He became
a member of Arya Samaj Lahore founded in 1877. In 1914, he quit the practice of
law to dedicate himself to the Indian independence movement. He then traveled to
Britain, and then to the United States in 1917. In October 1917, he initiated the Indian
Home Rule League of America in New York. He continued to stay in the United States
from 1917 to 1920.
Lajpat Rai led a non-violent march in a protest against Simon Commission. The
protesters carried black flags and chanted "Simon Go Back". A police superintendent in
Lahore, James A. Scott, ordered the police to lathi charge the protesters and personally
assaulted Rai. He did not completely recover from his injuries and died on November
17, 1928. Several memorials have been built in Punjab, Lahore, Shimla, Delhi, Karachi,
and other locations as an honor to Lajpat Rai.

Chandra Shekhar Azad

Chandra Shekhar Azad’s real name was Chandra Shekhar Tiwari who was an Indian
revolutionary and reorganized the Hindustani Republican Association (HRA) under its
new name of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) after the death of
its founder, Ram Prasad Bismil. He was born on July 23, 1906, in the Bhabhra village in
Alirajpur State.
When the Non-Cooperation Movement was suspended, Azad formed HRA. He appointed
Jhansi to be the hub of this organization. Many leaders came together to support him
including Bhagat Singh. Azad died at Alfred Park (now Azad Park) in Allahabad on
February 27, 1931. Numerous schools, colleges, roads, and other public institutions across
India are also named after him.
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A 1984 Indian stamp depicting Pandey

The Mangal Pandey cenotaph on Surendranath Banerjee
road at Barrackpore Cantonment, West Bengal.

Enfield Rifle

Mangal Pandey – The Great Freedom Fighter

M

angal Pandey was one of the most revered Indian
soldiers and one of the greatest Freedom Fighters
against British Rule. He played an extremely
significant role during the events which were
immediately followed by the Indian Rebellion in the year 1857. He
was a marcher in the 34th Bengal Native Infantry (BNI) regiment
of the British East India Company. In 1984, the Indian Government
had issued a postage stamp in his honor in order to remember him.
His life story, struggles, and actions have also been depicted in
numerous cinematic productions.
Early Life: Mangal Pandey was born on 19th July 1827 in Nagwa, a
village belonging to the upper Ballia district (now Faizabad), Uttar
Pradesh. He joined the Bengal Army in 1847 and in March 1857,
he became a private soldier or a sepoy in the 5th Company of the
34th Bengal Native Infantry.

trying to guard two of the Englishmen who called upon a few other
sepoys to assist him. After being assaulted by the sepoys who threw
stones and shoes at his back, Shaikh Paltu called on the protectors
to help him get hold of Pandey, but they threatened to shoot him if
he did not liberate the rebel.
Mangal Pandey's execution took place on April 8, 1857. He was aged
29, and his execution took place in Barrackpore, Bengal Province.
Portrayals: A film was made on the series of events that happened
in the life of Pandey and the actions that led up to the revolt of 1857
titled Mangal Pandey: The Rising in 2005.
The life of Pandey was also the subject of a stage play titled The Roti
Rebellion, and was written and directed by Supriya Karunakaran.

Instances from Wars: On March 29, 1857, Pandey attacked the
British Officers. This was the first major incident of what came to
be known as the Sepoy Mutiny, and the rebellion is often called the
First War of Independence.

Samad Iqbal, a fictional successor of Mangal Pandey, is a central
character of the novel White Teeth. It was the debut novel of the
English novelist and essayist, Zadie Smith. Pandey is the central
influence in the life of Samad and is frequently referenced and
investigated by other characters of the novel.

A British Sergeant-Major named Hewson had charged towards
Pandey while he was fighting with Lieutenant Baugh. During his
confrontation with Pandey, Hewson was knocked to the ground
from his back by a shock from Pandey's musket. The sound of the
gunfire had called out all the other sepoys from the barracks who
had remained mute spectators. At this stage, Shaikh Paltu was

Memorials: The Government of India honored Pandey by issuing
a postage stamp of his image on October 5, 1984. A park has also
been named as Shaheed Mangal Pandey Maha Udyan. It has been
set up at Barrackpore in order to memorialize the place where
Pandey had attacked the British officers during the revolt of 1857
and was afterwards executed by hanging.
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India’s 75 Years of Independence:
Achievements & Milestones

A

n initiative of the Government of India to commemorate
the 75th year of the country’s Independence, Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav is an embodiment of all that is
progressive about the nation’s socio-cultural, political
and economic identity.India has evolved to become a force to
reckon with.
Coming out of the colonial yoke, India enabled a large number of
countries across Asia, Africa and elsewhere to follow suit and in
turn, acquired the leadership through nonalignment to become the
voice of the developing world. India’s involvement in the United
Nations (UN), General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)/
World Trade Organization (WTO) and a plethora of international
organisations such as IMF, UNESCO, QUAD, ASEAN, NAM, WHO,
SAARC etc. engineered its adherence to multilateralism which is
also implicit in the psyche of Indians at a fundamental level 2021.

satellites, contributing to tele-education, weather forecasting and
remote resource mapping. Indian scientists have developed several
projects such as Mangalyaan, Chandrayaan etc. The successful
completion of Mangalyaan (Mars Orbiter Mission) in September
2014 led ISRO to become the 4th in the world to reach Mars orbit
and the first to do so in the first attempt. It also achieved the feat
of cheapest satellite recently. India belongs to the select group of
countries who have developed indigenous nuclear technology.
India is among the few countries which have developed ballistic
missiles. In the field of space science, India has the capability to
launch GSLV satellite. Indian space agency ISRO has developed to
an extent to provide commercial satellite launches. India also aims
to send Indians to space with self-developed technology under
Gaganyaan mission by 2024.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s initiative to seek global
support for the International Day of Yoga on June 21 at the UN
in 2014 was an astounding and unprecedented success. It is
gaining greater acceptability across the world. It was also a stellar
achievement of Indian diplomacy. Other major initiatives like
International Solar Alliance and Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (CDRI) have earned India the right to be at the
forefront of fight against climate change. India is taking the lead as
it chairs the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa)
in 2021 and G20 in 2023, and aspires for its rightful place at the
high table of UNSC (United Nations Security Council).India is a
non-permanent member of the UN Security Council (UNSC) for
2021-2022.
While we are conscious of our 5,000 years of continuous history,
we are proud of our contemporary achievements in the area of
science and technology. India has the second largest group of
scientists and engineers in the world. Its space programme is
one of the most advanced and cost-effective in the world. India
has launched hundreds of communications and remote sensing
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carbon footprint by setting a target of generating 50 percent of the
energy needs through renewable energy by 2030; it is on its way
to achieving those goals and realizing its dream of becoming selfreliant by following the ESG norms.

In 1947, the newly born independent India inherited a shattered
economy from the British. Successive five-year plans envisaged an
overall development in agriculture and industry that put a check
on ‘Ship to mouth’ economy and with the aim of self-reliance,
and placed India strongly among the developing nations.India's
GDP stood at ₹ 2.7 lakh crore at Independence. 75 years on, it has
reached ₹ 135.13 lakh crore. India is now the 5th largest economy
in the world and is on its way to becoming the third-largest by
2031.The Indian government has announced an aspirational target
of making India a USD 5 trillion economy by 2024-25.
India was an early mover in Information Technology, and since
the 1990s has become a major exporter of IT services. Further,
the Digital India programme launched in 2015 to transform India
into a digitally empowered society and a knowledge economy
added momentum to this sector. In July 2021, the United Payments
Interface (UPI), the payment platform of the National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) recorded three billion transactions.
PM Modi launched a pre-paid voucherbased digital payment
platform called e-RUPI. The increasing digital connectivity is
contributing to transparency, preventing leakage of funds and
greater revenue collection.
The environment of India comprises some of the world's
most biodiverse ecozones. Therefore, in order to preserve them
the Government of India (GoI) is taking steps to reduce the
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India played a major role in assuring the success of the
Paris Climate summit and Prime Minister Modi’s personal
intervention in the adoption of the landmark Paris Agreement was
acknowledged by several world leaders. His initiative on the setting
up an International Solar Alliance for promoting solar power
worldwide was welcomed. India is advancing on a broad front
to ensure a clean energy future for its people, drawing upon its
ingrained civilizational attributes and putting in place a wide range
of policy interventions under the legal framework of the Energy
Conservation Act, covering 15 energy intensive industries and
the Energy Conservation Building Code, covering all new urban
infrastructure. It is hoped that India’s leadership in dealing with its
own challenges of Climate Change and Energy Security will act as a
spur to other countries to raise their own contributions to meeting
this global and existential challenge. India is actively promoting
adoption of e-automobiles and other efforts such as conservation
of water to make India not a superpower but a sustainable leader.
The achievements of independent India are aplenty, including
the, the Right to Information bestowed upon them, the minimum
national rural employment guarantee scheme and, more recently,
the JAM trinity (the linking of Aadhar, or the Unique Identification
Number issued to all residents, with Jan Dhan, or people’s bank
accounts and mobile numbers) and Ayushman Bharat, the national
health insurance programme.
India is engaged in technologies such as Artificial Intelligence,
Robotics, the Internet of Things (IoT), Cloud Computing and 3D
printing, in a move towards Industry 4.0.In 2016, the Startup India
programme was launched to nurture innovation and startups in
the country towards sustainable economic growth as well as large
scale employment opportunities. India has the third-largest startup
ecosystem in the world with nearly 50 ‘unicorn’ organisations as
of now.

In 1963, the Green Revolution modernised agriculture with better
seeds, fertilisers and technology. Today India has self-sufficiency
in food production and exports various food grains. The total food
production, which stood at 54.92 million tonnes in 1950, rose to
305.44 million tonnes in 2020-21. In 1970, operation Flood resulted
in India becoming the largest producer of milk in the world from
milk deficient country.India is the second-largest producer of sugar
cane in the world and the largest producer of cotton. India is also
the largest exporter of beef in the world.

Indians owe their freedom, sense of security and avenues for
development to its rock-solid institutions that ensure that India
never falters in its various pursuits. Of these institutions, Indian
Army stands in a class of its own. Over the years, the Indian army
has provided personnel to UN peace-keeping missions, making
India the largest troop contributor to UN peace-keeping forces
since its inception. Personnel from India were deployed for various
peace-keeping missions, including the Korean conflict, while
also providing contributions to peace-keeping efforts in Central
America, Iran, Yemen, Iraq, Kuwait and others globally.

Affirmative action has enabled all sections of society to have
access to higher education, government jobs and to rise to occupy
leadership positions in both public and private sectors.India’s
literacy rate at the time of independence was a mere 18 per cent.
As per NSO, the literacy rate was 77.7 per cent in 2016-17. Life
expectancy at birth in 1947 was 32, now it is around is 69.4 yrs.
We have successfully eradicated various epidemics and polio from
our nation. According to the Ministry of Power, only 3,061 villages
had access to electricity in 1950. In 2018, the Indian government
announced that all of India's villages – 5,97,464 in total – had been
electrified.

Over the last five years, India has been ranked among the top
importers of defence equipment to gain technological know-how.
To modernise its armed forces and reduce dependency over external
dependence for defence procurement, several initiatives have been
taken by the government to encourage ‘Make in India’ activities
via policy support initiatives. India’s defence manufacturing sector
has been witnessing a CAGR of 3.9% between 2016 and 2020. The
Indian government has set the defence production target at US$
25.00 billion by 2025. It has continued to grow and expand its
military strength with strategic partnerships and self-development.

India is the world’s largest democracy and the popular world
because of its secular credential and socialistic nature.It is the only
country in Asia that has remained democratic ever since it attained
its independence from British rule. India is the only nation in the
world that gave every adult the right to suffrage from its first day
under Nehru. India was the first ever country to grant voting rights
to women without any discrimination.

India at 75 is a force to reckon with. With 1.3 billion voices, it can
easily traverse the challenges that stare at her and the world. India’s
developmental model, which has evolved with time, has been
of great assistance to more than 160 countries across the world
through various capacity-building programmes and efforts in the
spirit of “Share and Care”. It has helped India to create a tremendous
constituency of goodwill across continents.

The success of the parliamentary form of government, rule of
law, and the people’s faith in the democratic process are the
biggest achievements of independent India.The distinctiveness
of this achievement is the fact that every change of government
since independence has been only through the ballot box as India
has been able to keep out the armed forces from the democratic
process.

India is a major vaccine producer. India produces two Covid-19
vaccines – the Covishield (AstraZeneca) and the indigenously
developed Covaxin. More are in the pipeline. Even during the
ensuing Covid-19 pandemic, India was one country which went
way beyond her call of duty to help more than 150 countries with
medicines and other assistance, and has provided millions of doses
of vaccines to over 90 countries. ‘Vaccine Maitri’ and ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ became the mantra during this crisis. It was no
wonder that when India faced the second wave of Covid-19, many
friends extended their assistance.

The country has witnessed many changes in these 75 years. There
has been all-round development in all the spheres in this period,
which includes the Road Transport and Highways sector. The total
length of National Highways (NHs) in 1947 was about 21,378 km,
which has now gone up to more than 1.40 lakh km. India now has
second largest road networks in the world with a total length of
about 62 lakh km. The first train ran in 1853, which was steam
powered and now India is constructing high speed rail network aka
Bullet Train. It is already running semi high speed trains such as
indigenously built Vande Bharat Express. This shows the capability
of Indians in developing a robust infrastructure from scratch.
Notably, the Indian Railways is one of the largest networks in the
world under single management. It reportedly ferries more than
8.7 billion passengers and some 1 billion tonnes of freight a year.
In the fields of sports as well India has always been a leader
in its own right. India hosted the Asian Games in New Delhi
in 1951 and 1982. India has also hosted or co-hosted several
international sporting events, including the 1987, 1996 and 2011
Cricket World Cups, the 2003 Afro-Asian Games, the 2010
Hockey World Cup, and the 2010 Commonwealth Games. Major
international sporting events annually held in India include
the Chennai Open, the Mumbai Marathon and the Delhi Half
Marathon. The country hosted the first Indian Grand Prix in 2011.

India’s cumulative COVID-19 vaccination drive surpassed the
200-crore milestone recently. It took the country almost nine
months to reach the 100-crore mark and another nine months to
touch the 200-crore vaccination mark since the start of the drive
on January 16, 2021, with the highest single-day vaccination
record of 2.5 crore doses achieved on September 17, 2021. On
July 15, the Central government launched a 75-day ‘COVID
Vaccination Amrit Mahotsav’ to provide free precaution doses to
all eligible adult populations at government CVCs. This special
drive, part of the celebration for ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’, is
being implemented in a ‘mission mode’ to increase uptake of
precaution dose of vaccine.
Global solidarity for confronting global challenges is what India
practices and prescribes. India, with its continental size, is a
kaleidoscope of culture, tradition, languages, art, music, films,
food and festivities. These would be an integral part of the
mahotsav (mega event) until August 2023 and beyond.The India
of 2022 is an Atma Nirbhar Bharat or self-reliant India. This is not
protectionism; it signifies an India which seeks to participate in
global supply chains from a position of strength.
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Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav to mark
75 years of India's Independence

A

zadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initiative of the Government of
India to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of independence and
the glorious history of its people, culture and achievements.This
Mahotsav is dedicated to the people of India who have not only been
instrumental in bringing India thus far in its evolutionary journey but also hold
within them the power and potential to enable Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of activating India 2.0, fuelled by the spirit of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
The official journey of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav commenced on 12th March 2021
which started a 75-week countdown to our 75th anniversary of independence and
will end post a year on 15th August 2023.The themes for celebrating the same are
as follows: -

Commemorating milestones in history, unsung heroes etc.

This theme anchors our commemoration initiatives under Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav. It helps bring alive stories of unsung heroes whose sacrifices have made
freedom a reality for us. Programmes under this theme include Birsa Munda
Jayanti (Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas), Declaration of Provisional Government of Free
India by Netaji, Shaheed Diwas etc.

Celebrating ideas and ideals that have shaped India

This theme focuses on programmes and events inspired by ideas and ideals that
have shaped us and will guide us as we navigate through this period of Amrit
Kaal (25 years between India@75 and India@100). Events and programmes
under this theme include popular, participatory initiatives that help bring alive
India’s unique contribution to the world. These include events and initiatives such
as Kashi Utsav dedicated to Hindi literary luminaries from the land of Kashi, Post
Cards to Prime Minister.
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together through compassion, kindness, fosters a sense of unity
and builds resilience among people world over.

Health Melas Under National Health Mission

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) organized
‘Block-Level Health Melas’ between 18th and 22nd April 2022 as
part of the celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. Block Level
Health Mela were organized in all the blocks of every district across
the country for one day. Essential drugs and diagnostic services
were provided free of cost at the Health Melas and support of Rs
One Lakh was provided for each Mela.

National Science and Technology Exhibition

National Council of Science Museums (NCSM), an autonomous
body under the Ministry of culture in collaboration with Vigyan
Prasar, Dept. of Science & Technology, Govt. of India, organised a
nation-wide commemorative exhibition ‘75 Years of Independence:
India’s Achievements in Science & Technology’ to celebrate the
75th anniversary of our independence.

Showcasing evolution and progress across different
sectors

This theme focuses on marking the passage of time and all our
milestones along the way. It is intended to grow into a public account
of our collective achievements as a 75-year-old independent
country with a legacy of 5000+ years of ancient history. Events and
programmes under this theme include initiatives such as Swarnim
Vijay Varsh dedicated to the victory of 1971, launch of Shreshtha
Yojana during Mahaparinirvan Diwas etc.

Highlighting steps being taken to implement policies
and actualise commitments.

This theme focuses on all the efforts that are being undertaken
to help India take its rightful position in the new world order
emerging in a post covid world by highlighting the steps being
taken to implement policies and actualise commitments. It is
driven by Prime Minister Modi’s clarion call of SABKA SAATH.
SABKA VIKAS. SABKA VISHWAS, SABKA PRAYAS.

Reinforcing commitments to specific goals and targets

This theme focuses on our collective resolve and determination to
shape the destiny of our motherland. The journey to 2047 requires
each one of us to rise up and play our part as individuals, groups,
civil society, institutions of governance etc. Events and programmes
under this theme include initiatives such as Constitution Day,
Good Governance Week etc.
The government has organised a host of events to celebrate this
milestone of 75 years of our independence. These include: -

International Day of Yoga

This year it fell in the “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav” year for which
the Ministry of Ayushobserved the International Day of Yoga at 75
iconic locations across India which helped in branding India on a
global scale. The theme for this year IDY 2022 “Yoga for Humanity”
as it depicts how during the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic,
yoga served the humanity in alleviating the suffering and in the
emerging post-COVID geo-political scenario too, brings people
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The Exhibition was simultaneously inaugurated in 75 locations
in the country in February 2022. The exhibition took a visitor
through an absorbing journey of seven & a half decades of
Science and Technology in free India, with special emphases on
indigenous development and a march towards self-reliance. It
highlighted landmarks of India’s development and exploration in
S&T, furthering public understanding of science and technology.

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat program

Under the aegis of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav and Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat program, M/o Education has started the ‘Student
Exchange’ program to celebrate the cultural and linguistic diversity
of our country.EkBharat Shreshtha Bharat program aims to
enhance interaction & promote mutual understanding between
people of different states/UTs through the concept of state/UT
pairing. The states carry out activities to promote a sustained and
structured cultural connection in the areas of language learning,
culture, traditions & music, tourism & cuisine, sports, and sharing
of best practices, etc.

High Commission of India celebrates 161st Birth
Anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore.

As part of the ongoing celebrations of "Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav",
High Commission celebrated the 161st Birth Anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore on 09th May 2022 at Chancery Premises.
High Commissioner highlighted Rabindranath Tagore's immense
contribution to Indian Culture, national unity and communal
harmony.
Extending his gratitude to the Indian Community in Zambia for
supporting underprivileged and marginalized in the society, High
Commissioner emphasized that such good gestures by Indian
Community generate long-lasting goodwill and strengthen Indian
cultural ethos & ideals of VasudhaivaKutumbakam. Cultural
performances befitting the occasion, including Dance Drama based
on "Chitrangada- The Warrior Princess" by Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore, Gurudev's poetry recitation and group songs on Rabindra
Sangeet were presented during the event
High Commissioner sought Indian Community's whole-hearted
support and participation in the events being conducted by High
Commission under the banner of 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'.

Rise of a New Era of Digital Payment

I

ndia’s digital payments system -has evolved rapidly over
the last few years. This has been encouraged by various
developments in information and communication technology
and by forward looking Regulatory and Government policies.
The trinity of near universal account penetration, increasing
smartphones penetration and low-cost payments rails has led to a
never-before boom in digital transactions.
There has been a continuum of innovation in the digital payments
space since 1980’s. Some of the important milestones attained in
this overall process of development of the payments system include
the introduction of:- MICR clearing in the early 1980s; Electronic
Clearing Service (ECS) and Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) in the
1990s; issuance of credit and debit cards by banks in the 1990s;
ATMs, Mobile and Internet Banking in early 2000s; the National
Financial Switch (NFS) in 2003 RTGS and NEFT in 2004; the
Cheque Truncation System (CTS) in 2008.
To consolidate the innovation in the payments industry, the
Government established the National Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI), a not-for-profit umbrella organization founded in
2009 to manage India’s retail payment systems. NPCI has sharply
focussed on bringing innovations in retail payment systems
through the use of technology for achieving greater efficiency in
operations and widening the reach of payment systems. NPCI has
now been recognized internationally for its significant impact on
retail payment systems in India. Many international organizations
andgovernment’s are in active consultations with NPCI to
translate the success of NPCI’s payments systems in their context.
Moreover, the NPCI has evolved into a strong collaborative
platform, providing opportunities for not only banks, but also for
FinTech players to participate in real- time payments system. The
Government’s ambitious drive to shift from a cash-based to a digital
economy saw a push in the form of demonetization in 2016. Since
then, the Government of India has under taken several initiatives
for pushing India towards becoming a cashless economy.
Since then, the Government of India has undertaken several
initiatives. Firstly, Promotion of digital payments has been
accorded highest priority by the Government of India to bring

each and every segment of our country under the formal
fold of digital payment services. The vision is to provide
facility of seamless digital payment to all citizens of India in
a convenient, easy, affordable, quick and secured manner.
Secondly, Government is also working on incentivizing digital
transactions by providing various tax and non-tax benefits to
customers and merchants.Thirdly, Citizens have been provided
multiple options to make digital transactions. A dedicated
‘Digidhan Mission’ has been set up for building strategies and
approaches in collaboration with all stakeholders to promote
digital payments and create awareness.
During the inauguration of the ‘DigiDhan Mela’ on 31stDecember
2016, Honourable Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi launched
BHIM UPI App and urged people to make digital payments a habit
to transform the country into a cashless economy. The Mela resulted
in the ‘Digital India’ programme, which is a flagship programme
of the Government of India with a vision to transform the nation
into a digitally empowered society and a knowledge economy. To
achieve “Faceless, Paperless, Cashless” status is the goal of Digital
India. The ambitious drive to shift from a cash based to a digital
economy saw a strong push in the form of demonetization in 2016,
which accelerated this transition by 2-3 years.
It is noteworthy that total digital transactions which were 1,004
crores in FY 2016- 17 have seen exponential growth post the
launch of UPI. During FY 2017-18, 106% growth was witnessed
taking the tally to 2,071 crore transactions. In FY 2018-19, UPI
accounted for 17% of the total 31 billion digital transactions in the
country. The next fiscal year saw UPI’s share rising to more than
27% as it processed 12.5 billion transactions of the total 46 billion
digital transactions. In FY 2020-21, UPI accounted for 40% of
the total 55 billion digital transactions To put these numbers in
context, the value of transactions on BHIM UPI amounted to 15%
of India’s GDP in FY 2019-20. For instance, The volume of digital
payments in India has increased by 33% year-on-year (YoY) during
the financial year (FY) 2021-2022. A total of 7,422 crore digital
payment transactions were recorded during this period, up from
5,554 crore transactions seen in FY 2020-21, said the Ministry of
Electronics and IT. NPCI’s unified payment interface (UPI) was
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the most used platform for digital transactions during the period,
accounting for 452.75 crore transactions with a value of ₹8.27 lakh
crore, until the end of February.
The use of digital payment apps in India has grown considerably,
especially after the pandemic, which forced people to stay indoors
and order food and other items through online platforms. To
avoid contact with delivery agents, many of the online stores and
aggregator platforms had blocked cash payments.PhonePe with
212 crore transactions was the leading UPI app during February
with Google Pay right behind it with 152.4 crore transactions, as
per NPCI.
India has been the leading market in terms of digital payments since
2019. According to a March 2021 by ACI Worldwide, India was
the leading market for real-time payments transactions with 2550
crore payments, followed by China (1570 crore) and South Korea
(600 crores). The US with 120 crore transactions was ranked 9th.
In the last few months, RBI has implemented several rules to make
online transactions more secure. Last September, it implemented
an additional factor of authentication (AFA) for all recurring credit
or debit card payments. It was followed by a mandate on card-onfile-tokenisation that requires all payment companies to replace
card details with an alternative code called a token.
With UPI, customers can make payments instantly via their mobile
devices. It has become a popular digital payment option owing to
its unparalleled benefits superior customer experience features
like :- Simple to use functionality: Requires only Virtual Payment
Address (VPA), i.e.: account no., IFSC code, etc. are not required
Interoperability – Customers can transfer money on a real-time
basis (available 24×7) and across multiple bank accounts using any
UPI App Affordable merchant acceptance infrastructure both static
UPI QR and dynamic UPI QR at the merchant locations Costeffective way of making/accepting payments Enhanced security
UPI is a completely open and interoperable: Transaction can be
initiated from any bank’s UPI app Works on Immediate Payment
Service (IMPS) platform Both payment and collection transactions
are possible No need of pre-addition/approval of beneficiary. As
a result, as of August 2021, UPI has 22+ crore users who did 3.5
billion financial transactions in August, totalling to a settlement
value of `6.39 lakh crore.
Further, benefits of UPI accrue across the payments ecosystem:Person to Person (P2P) and Person to Merchant (P2M) payments
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give customers 100% coverage of payment transactions. Truly
interoperable payment system running round the clock with
participation from both banks and non-bank entities. UPI also
allows for multiple methods for integrating merchants - QR based
payments being the most popular. In just 5 years, over 100 million
UPI QRs have been deployed in the market for accepting merchant
payments, from only 2.5 million devices that were accepting
merchant payments prior to this. Support for all sources of funds
viz. Bank Account, Pre-paid Wallets, Overdraft Account etc. Fully
digital on-boarding which does not require any brick-and-mortar
branch visits. Low cost QR code based physical acceptance aided
by in–app, web and intent based payments. Fully compliant with
international security standards and certifications. Payments are
UPI ID based, providing higher security and confidentiality to
theUsers. Enables contactless payments across all channels like
mobile, ATM, internet and Mobile Banking. In short, UPI’s large
number of benefits has truly transformed the country from a cashdependent economy to a nation known for its digital payments
landscape.
UPI’s rapid growth has once again demonstrated India’s ability
to build a world-class payments infrastructure from scratch. The
UPI system has created a national open standard which has been
adopted by more than 200 Indian banks. The open systems has
enabled global players like Google, WhatsApp, Walmart, True
Caller, Amazon, Uber to provide UPI services.
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in close collaboration with the
Government and National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI),
is working to expand the reach of Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
globally. In this connection, RBI has approached other central
banks highlighting the features of UPI as an efficient and secure
system. To streamline the foray of UPI into international markets,
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has launched its
dedicated international subsidiary ‘NPCI International’. NPCI
has achieved the pinnacle of success at developing an exemplary
robust payments system that is cost effective, secure, convenient
and instantaneous. Several nations have displayed an inclination
towards establishing a ‘real time payment system’ or ‘domestic
card scheme’ inspired by the exemplary innovations by NPCI in
the country. For instance, UPI is now live in Singapore and in the
UAE, work is under progress. NPCI is in discussions with more
than 30 countries for enabling acceptance of remittances through
the adoption of UPI. Further, many other institutions across
different countries have reportedly been exploring setting up UPI
like platforms. At global forums
like the World Bank and Bank
for International Settlements
(BIS),
there
have
been
discussions around the need and
importance of domestic realtime low-cost payment systems
and also on the possibility of
connecting payment systems of
different countries to facilitate
real-time, low-cost cross border
remittances. UPI has immense
potential to provide the basis for
a stronger bilateral business and
economic partnership with other
jurisdictions, and helps buttress
India’s soft power.

Interview with

Mr. Vivek Wahi, Executive Director, Central Bank of India
We are in the process of centralizing the foreign exchange
operations which will help the bank to ensure better compliance
and to reduce the TAT for all types of forex transaction.
We are already having a centralized system for effecting the receipt
of smaller amounts upto USD 10000 directly to the credit of savings
accounts.
Further we are planning to provide the online facility for making
the smaller amount payments under Liberalized Remittance
scheme online.
We are already providing banking services to Indians abroad and
we are having various products for NRI. Further, we are also in the
process of providing the facility for online opening of accounts to
the Indians staying abroad.

The Government of India has always urged the small and
medium – sized business (MSMEs) to shed self-doubt and
unleash their spirits. How does the Central Bank of Indiaplan
to support the upcoming entrepreneurs of India? What are
the reliefs to take a business loan?
In India, the MSMEs plays a pivotal role in the overall industrial
economy of the country. The Micro Small and Medium enterprises
(MSMEs) have been recognized as the engine of economic growth
and play an important role in the equitable economic development
of country.Bank has positive commitment towards its MSME
customers to provide easy, speedy and transparent access to
banking services in their day to day operations and in times of
financial difficulty. We support the upcoming entrepreneurs of
india in various ways such as:•
•
•
•
•

Positive thrust to MSME entrepreneurs.
Hassle free credit to Micro and Small entrepreneurs.
Simple appraisal and evaluation of credit proposal.
Cluster Based approach for financing MSME.
Complete adherence to BCSBI’s Code of Bank’s commitment to
Micro and Small entrepreneurs.
• Generation of large number of youth entrepreneurs.
We have a specific product “Cent Business Loan” which is designed
to meet the requirements of the businessmen. The product is
designed with customer friendly features viz., lower collateral
requirements and attractive rate of interest. The product has also
built in safeguards against unscrupulous proposals, by linking the
loan eligibility to the turnover as per GST returns.

We already have one associate i.e Indo Zambia Bank in which we
have 20% stake.
We are also trying for establishing a branch at IFSCA Gift City,
Gandhinagar which will be treated as a Foreign Branch and Bank
will be able to undertake all the transactions which are undertaken
by a Foreign Branch.
The era of low interest rates seems to be over with the RBI
raising repo rate. Home loan rates are expected to cross 8
percent this year. What advise do you have for the customers
of the Central Bank of India ?
Though the ROI has started taking an upswing, however a lower
interest rate is always available to customers with a sound track
record of repayment which translates into high CIC scores. So my
advise to our customers will be to follow strict loan discipline not
only to have a high credit score so that they will have an upper
hand while bargaining for ROI in other loans but also because
default of even one EMI will lead to an increased financial burden.
Despite the changing global environment, Indian economy strongly
placed on the path to recovery and GDP growth, even though the
recent repo rate hike has impacted home loan buyers, it is crucial
to acknowledge that the repo rate is still much below the pre-covid
times. Hence this is an opportune time for home buyers to take
advantage of the prevailing home loan rates has genuine home
buyers unaffected by the marginal increase would continue their
purchases, which will further push the prices upwards in most of
the markets.
We believe that preference for home ownership and strong wage
growth will continue to support the housing market.

How is the Central Bank of India planning to get more
international business and provide banking facilities to
Indian abroad? What can you tell us about the international
significance of the Central Bank of India?

Recently, the Central Bank of India had announced that it
has entered into a strategic co-lending partnership with IIFL
Home Finance. What can you tell us about this venture, and
others in the future ?

Presently we are doing international business transactions through
our 63 ‘B’ category branches and one A category branch i.e
Integrated Treasury Branch which undertakes all dealing room
activities.

Last year we had entered into strategic co-lending partnership
with IIFL Home Finance. Present outstanding balance is around
Rs.1450 crores (all are under housing)

In the financial year 2021-22, our forex transaction turnover stood
at approx. Rs.42000 crore.

Existing tie-ups are with:-

• Indiabulls Housing
• Indiabulls Commercial Credit Limited
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• Edelweiss Retail Finance Ltd
• UGRO Capitals
• AgriwiseFinserv Ltd.

In future we will partnership with
•
•
•
•

HFFC (Housing)
Protium (MSME)
ShapoorjiPalonji (MSME)
Incred (MSME)

As the academic year for higher education begins, many
would be looking at an education loan to fund their studies.
Please comment on the services provided by Central Bank
of India to the students from the underprivileged section of
the society.
Bank is already having scheme to finance expenses for pursuing
higher education for all, however to help the underprivileged
section the bank is offering concessional ROI on education loans to
SC/ST and also to women beneficiaries as a women empowerment
initiative. (Concession -0.50%). Further bank is also offering loans
for skill development so as to transform our youth into a skilled
workforce.
Bank is offering EducationalLoanSchemefor pursuing education in
India and Abroad without any collateral security for loans uptoRs.
7.50 Lacs.
The Indo Zambia Bank has founded in 1984 by the
Government of Zambia, and three state owned Indian banks,
including the Central Bank of India. What are your views on
this significant alliance of India and Zambia ?
We are having one associate i.e Indo Zambia Bank.
India is one of the largest investors in Zambia.
India’s Investments include Indo Zambia Bank, which was
established in 1984 as a joint venture between Govt of Zambia and
three Indian public sector banksviz., Central Bank of India, Bank
of India and Bank of Baroda.

• Accepting life certificate at any branch convenient to them,
• Allowing submission of digital life certificates from any location,
• Exempting pensioners personal appearance for submitting life
certificate
• Providing personal loans to pensioners at very competitive
ROI, going ahead the bank is in process of offering Personal
loan to Pensioners through STP i.e. end to end process where
the pensioners can avail loan from their location without even
dropping in to bank.
What are the key points of the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) signed with small farmers’ Agri-business consortium,
AFC India Ltd., and NAB Foundation ?

MOU DETAILS

• SFAC: SFAC objective is to support small and marginal farmers
organisations basically Farmers producers organisations(FPOs)
wherein SFAC is providing credit guarantee for financing to
Farmers producers organisation through banks for loans upto
Rs.1.0 crore.
• AFC: Agriculture Finance Corporation ltd is a multidisciplinary cross functional development organisation
providing consulting, advisory services to implement project
of agriculture rural development and strategic socio economic
projects.
• NAB FOUNDATION: is non-profit company set up by
NABARD taking projects activities to improve the lives of socio
economic deprived or disadvantaged sections of the society.
MoU with NAB Foundation is done for the campaign "my pad
my right " which grant and capacity building support along
with working capital support for three months, being provided
to one selected self-help group in all districts of each state in
India.
How has the Central Bank of India evolved in the digital
banking arena, being the contemporary approach to access
and manage accounts?
Central Bank of India has evolved in digital banking arena as per
the need of present era.

The IZB operates the largest networks of Bank and corner stones of
Zambia’s Banking Sector.

We have revamped our mobile banking application and internet
banking which are more user friendly and quick.

Bilateral Trade between India and Zambia has been growing
steadily.

We are in the process of adopting video KYC facilities for instant
and online opening of bank accounts.

Govt of India continues to encourage Indian business to enter the
Zambian Market in view of positive long term economic indicators
as well as prospects in Zambia.

Customer can apply for various value added services such as
application for cheque book, ATM, positive pay system, Instant
online Fixed Deposits etc.

Major export items are drugs and pharmaceuticals, machinery and
instruments, transportation equipment’s, cotton yarn and fabrics,
plastics, rubber, chemicals and electronic goods.

Bank is providing the facility of Green Pin generation for instant
activation of ATMs.

India imports non-ferrous metals, ores (copper and cobalt), semi
precious stones and raw cotton.
Can you tell us more about the facilities to pensioners
provided by the Central Bank of India?
The bank has always shown great regards to the senior citizens and
pensioners and is offering various services to them so that they can
undertake their transactions comfortably, such services includes:
• Providing Door Step Banking Services (DSBS) to all senior
citizens above 70 years,
• Sending SMS to pensioners reminding them about submission
of life certificate,
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Bank is also providing the missed call facility for loan enquiries.
Bank has also recently launched Cent Green Deposit for both
Residents and Non Resident Indians which can be opened only
through online mode.
Kindly tell us about the participation of the Central Bank
of India team in the InterBank Tournament as part of the
Azadika Amrit Mahotsav Programme.
Central Bank of India team as part of Azadika Amrit Mahotsav
Programme (AKAM), Central Bank of India defeated Axis Bank
by 84 runs by participating in the Interbank Tournament on July
03rd, 2022 in 25 Overs match on behalf of Central Bank of India
Aurangabad Regional Office.

Government of India
Initiatives

throughout the country. Incorporating the learnings from PMKVY
1.0 and PMKVY 2.0, PMKVY 3.0 will be implemented in a more
decentralised structure. The scheme aims to benefit over eight
(08) lakh candidates in FY 2020-2021 with a budget of INR 948.90
crores while targeting the youth under the age group of 15-45 years.
The focus of PMKVY 3.0 (2020-21) has been shifted from supplybased approach to demand-based approach. 36.04 lakh candidates
were trained under short term training (STT) component. Out
of this, 18.95 lakh candidates have been placed (2.77 lakh – selfemployed, 15.83 lakh – wage employed and 0.35 apprenticeship).
NISEBUD has provided training to 12.35 lakh candidates through
46,690 entrepreneurship development training programs as of
December 2020. At present, 14,779 ITIs are functional and 72.49
lakh candidates have been enrolled in the last five years.

S

kill India

Skill India or the National Skills Development Mission of
India is a campaign launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. It is managed by the National Skills Development
Corporation of India. Skill India campaign was launched
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 15 July 2015 to train over
30 crore people in India in different skills by 2022. Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship is aided in these initiatives
by its functional arms – Directorate General of Training (DGT),
National Skill Development Agency (NSDA), National Council
for Vocational Education and Training (NCVET), National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC), National Skill Development
Fund (NSDF) and 38 Sector Skill Councils (SSCs) as well as 33
National Skill Training Institutes (NSTIs/NSTI(w)), about 15000
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) under DGT and 187 training
partners registered with NSDC.
The Ministry also intends to work with the existing network of
Skill Development centres, universities and other alliances in the
field. Further, collaborations with relevant Central Ministries,
State governments, international organizations, industry and
NGOs have been initiated for multi-level engagement and more
impactful implementation of Skill Development efforts. Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship has launched an
umbrella of flagship programmes and successful schemes such
as the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), Skills
Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion
(SANKALP), Standard Training and Reward (STAR), PM-YUVA,
etc.

Government has achieved its skilling targets with 1.07 crore youth
trained by January 2021 under the Skill India Mission. India’s first
Skill India International Centre will be set up in Bhubaneswar for
training youths with an aim to enhance overseas opportunities
for the skilled workforce as of April 2022. A memorandum
of understanding was exchanged between the National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC) and the Skill Development
Institute (SDI) in presence of Union Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.

Digital India

Digital India is a campaign launched by the Government of India in
order to ensure the Government's services are made available to
citizens electronically by improved online infrastructure and by
increasing Internet connectivity or making the country digitally
empowered in the field of technology.[1][2] The initiative includes
plans to connect rural areas with high-speed internet networks.
It consists of three core components: the development of secure
and stable digital infrastructure, delivering government services
digitally, and universal digital literacy.
Launched on 1 July 2015, by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
it is both enabler and beneficiary of other key Government of India
schemes, such as BharatNet, Make in India, Start-up India, Standup India, industrial corridors, Bharatmala and Sagarmala. The
major achievements under the programme included: -

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is the flagship
scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) implemented by National Skill Development Corporation.
the third phase of its flagship scheme was launched on 15 January
2021. PMKVY 3.0 will encourage and promote skill development
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• CO-WIN

Covid Vaccine Intelligent Work or Co-WIN was launched in
January 2021 as part of India’s vaccination drive, which recently
clinched the 200 crore mark. The website was designed to allow

• AADHAAR

Aadhaar has provided India with a trustworthy identification
perspective and is the largest digital identification program in
the world that offers individuals biometric and demographically
based digital identities that can be confirmed at any time, from
any location. It does away with duplicate and fake identities.
According to data, as of June 2022, over 1,336,000,000 Aadhaar
cards have been generated, and more than 12,198,000,000
e-KYCs have taken place (verifying the identity of an Aadhaar
number holder through an online electronic KYC service).
Similarly, 73,469,438,918 Aadhaar authentications were
done, while the number for Aadhaar updation is more than
643,000,000.

people to reserve vaccine slots, keep track of the country’s
general immunisation programme and get the Covid-19
vaccine certificate. According to government data, as of June,
total registration number on Co-WIN stood at 84,27,66,423.

• AAROGYASETU

This app, which joined the Digital India program for the health
and well-being of the country, was launched during the first

• UNIFIED PAYMENTS INTERFACE (UPI)

UPI, the system which helped millions of Indians transfer
money immediately through mobile devices, has changed India’s
payment system. Since its launch in 2016, the UPI framework
in India has advanced significantly, making it easier than ever
for businesses and consumers to conduct transactions from the
convenience of their mobile devices. Between 2020 and 2021,
UPI transactions reached a record Rs 2,200 crore, and by 2025–
2026, it is anticipated to reach Rs 169,900 crore, expanding
at a CAGR of 122%. Since the launch of the UPI system, the
transaction value so far has been Rs 34.95 lakh crore.

wave of the Covid-19 pandemic in India, on April 2, 2020. It was
developed in a public-private partnership to help the country
fight against the deadly virus. This app enables people to access
their own risk of catching novel coronavirus. The personal
data collected by the app is encrypted using state-of-the-art
technology and stays secure on the phone till it is needed for
facilitating medical intervention.
As of June, the app crossed 21,00,00,000 downloads, while
through this service, 85,85,26,353 samples have been tested.

• GEM
• DIGILOCKER

This is a platform which allows people to digitise as well as
keep a copy of more than 560 different documents, including
government-issued ID cards. The app surpassed 100 million
users recently. DigiLocker, a key initiative under the Digital
India program, has been an effective platform for the issuance
and verification of documents and certificates digitally while
eliminating the need for physical documents. As of june this
year, government records showed that there are 112.19 million
registered users and 5.10 billion documents have been issued.
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Government e-marketplace or GeM was established to simplify
the online procurement of goods and services required by
various government departments and organisations.
It has improved the transparency, efficiency and speed of
government procurement. Without intermediaries, businesses
in the most remote parts of the country can sell their goods to the
government and this has resulted in increased entrepreneurship
in the country.There are 4,619,211 sellers associated with GeM
and the number of products is 4,163,328 as of June. The total
transaction through GeM so far is 261,556 crore.

Make In India

Make in India is an initiative by the Government of India to
make and encourage companies to develop, manufacture
and assemble products made in India and incentivize
dedicated investments into manufacturing.[1] The policy approach
was to create a conducive environment for investments, develop a
modern and efficient infrastructure, and open up new sectors for
foreign capital. The government of India has identified 25 priority
sectors under Make in India campaign. These are those sectors
where likelihood of FDI (foreign direct investment) is the highest.

"Make in India" has three stated objectives:

• to increase the manufacturing sector's growth rate to 12-14%
per annum;
• to create 100 million additional manufacturing jobs in the
economy by 2022;
• to ensure that the manufacturing sector's contribution to GDP
is increased to 25% by 2022 (later revised to 2025).
Investment promotional activities after launch of Make in India
initiative are being undertaken by various Central Government
Ministries, Departments and almost all State Governments from
time to time.
Six industrial corridors are being developed across various regions
of the country. Industrial cities will also come up along these
corridors. India has become a net exporter of electricity – 7203 MU
exported to Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar during 2017-18. One
of the world’s largest 648-MW solar power plant in Tamil Nadu
was commissioned on September 21, 2016. Two path breaking
prototype locomotives of WAGC3 & WAG11 class of 10,000 and
12,000 hp respectively were developed indigenously by converting
existing diesel locomotive to upgraded electric locomotive.88 cold
chain projects were commissioned during June 2014 to August
2018, thereby, creating additional food processing capacity of 3.9
lakh tones.Three textile mega clusters in Bareilly, Lucknow and
Kutch are being set up, thereby benefitting 14505 artisans. UdeDesh
ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN) was introduced for regional connectivity.
User Domestic Cargo Terminals have been operationalized in 13
cities so as to facilitate everything related to cargo services under
one roof. The FDI equity inflows in the Petroleum and Chemicals
increased by 107%. 0.44 Million MT Per Annum Polypropylene
Plant is commissioned at Mangalore, Karnataka. First indigenously
developed and manufactured rotavirus vaccine 'Rotavac' was
launched in 2015.

Start Up India

Start-Up India is a flagship initiative of the Government of India,

intended to build a strong eco-system for nurturing innovation
and Start-ups in the country that will drive sustainable economic
growth and generate large scale employment opportunities. There
is no direct fund allocation from DPIIT to States/UTs under Start
up India initiative. However, Government of India has established
a Fund of Funds for Start-Ups (FFS) with corpus of Rs. 10,000
crores, to meet the funding needs of Start-Ups. DPIIT is the
monitoring agency and Small Industries Development Bank of
India (SIDBI) is the operating agency for FFS. The total corpus of
Rs. 10,000 crores is envisaged to be provided over the 14th and 15th
Finance Commission cycles based on progress of the scheme and
availability of funds. The PM announced that January 16 would be
celebrated as National Startup Day to spread the culture of startups
across India in January 2022.

The achievements under Start-up India initiative are :

510 patent facilitators and 392 trademark facilitators have been
empanelled, as of November 2020, under this scheme to provide
free-of-charge services to Start-ups. As of November 2020, i. 5020
patent applications have been filed. Expedited examination for
patent applications filed by Start-Ups – 1170; of these 459 Patents
granted.Total number of Trademark applications filed – 12,264.
GeM Start-Up Runway’ has been launched for start-ups to sell
products and services to Government. As of 4th January 2021,
7,929 DPIIT recognized Start-Ups have registered on Government
e-Marketplace (GeM). As of 4th January 2021, 53,226 orders
from public entities have been placed to start-ups with the value
of orders worth Rs. 2,279 crores. 39 regulatory reforms have been
undertaken since January 2016 for enabling small businesses or
Start-ups across the country. Start-ups recognised under Startup India initiative can self-certify their compliance against the 6
labour laws and 3 environmental laws.
As on date, an amount Rs.1461.29 crore stands released to SIDBI,
out of which Rs.500crore was released in 2015-16; Rs.100 crore
was released in 2016-17; Rs.431.30 crore released in 2019-20 and
Rs.429.99 crore was released in 2020-21. As of 31st January 2021,
SIDBI has committed Rs. 4376.95 crore to 62 SEBI registered
Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs). These funds have raised a
corpus fund of Rs. 31,598 crore and Rs. 5089.55 crore have been
invested into 391 start-ups. The Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) conceived the National
Start-up Awards to recognize and reward outstanding Start-ups
and ecosystem enablers that are building innovative products
or solutions and scalable enterprises, with high potential of
employment generation or wealth creation, demonstrating
measurable social impact. The applications for the ‘National Startup Awards 2021’ were hosted on the Start-up India portal through
which a total of 2177 applications were received from Startups across the country. 53 ecosystem enablers (incubators and
accelerators) also participated in the Awards.
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Visit of the Vice President of Zambia,
H.E. Mrs. W.K. Mutale Nalumango to India for 17th CII- EXIM Bank
Conclave, July 2022

T

he Zambian Vice President, H.E. Mrs. W. K. Mutale
Nalumango visited India to attend the 17th CII EXIM
Bank India-Africa Growth Partnership Conclave from
July 19- July 20 2022. It was attended by the Vice
Presidents of Gambia, Zambia and Mauritius. Besides, The Vice
President of India, H.E. Mr. M. Venkaiah Naidu, Minister of
External Affairs, H.E. Mr. S. Jaishankar, and Minister of Trade,
Mr. Piyush Goyal were joined by 40 ministers from 17 countries

in Africa. The conclave offered an opportunity to policymakers,
bureaucrats, and captains of business and industry to review
Indo-African Growth Partnership in perspective.
The External Affairs Ministry welcomed the Vice President with
the following words in a tweet- Warm greetings to Vice President
of Zambia W.K. Mutale Nalumango, as she arrives in India for
the CII-EXIM Bank Conclave. The visit will be an opportunity
for promoting trade and commerce between India and Zambia.
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The summit was held on the account of the reduced severity of
COVID-19 as well as in the midst the ongoing of Russo–Ukraine
war since February 2022. Similarly, it became equally evident that
the entire project needs to be visualised in a new context because
since January 2021, the AfCFTA, as a continental trading area, is
in place. Moreover, there are several significant areas where the
Indo-African development cooperation is likely to grow.
Speaking to reporters in the Indian capital New Delhi on the sidelines of the ongoing Exim Bank India-Africa Growth Partnership
Conclave, the Zambian Vice President Mutale Nalumango said:
“Over $3 billion of investment by Indian enterprises have been
registered in Zambia in the recent past, with more than $5 billion
already in the pipeline.” Nalumangoassured investors of asset
security in the southern African nation, which is the continent’s
second top copper producer.The summit seeks to provide avenues
for dialogue on the India Africa Growth Partnership and seek
ways of strengthening economic cooperation.
Nalumango held bilateral talks with her Indian courter-part
Venkaiah Naidu, and three other African leaders. The three
other leaders who joined the bilateral talks were Gambian Vice
President Badara Ioof, Mauritius Vice President Marie Boissezon
and Namibian Deputy Prime Minister Netumbo Nandi Ndaitwah.
During her visit, the Vice President visited the AMUL Cooperative
and Torrent Pharmaceutical plants in Gujarat. She also held
discussions with Apollo Hospitals fir enhancing cooperation in
the healthcare sector. She noted that many patients from across
the world, including Zambia, have benefited from the services of
Apollo Hospital of India.
The VP was also accompanied by Hon'ble Mr. Elias Mubanga,
Minister for SME Development. The SME Development Minister
met his Indian counterpart Hon'ble Shri Narayan Rane and
discussed mutual Cooperation in the SME sector. He also visited the
NSIC Centre at Okhla, New Delhi and met Shri P. Udaikumar, CMD.
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She said that economic growth must also address climate change,
effects such as heat waves, floods, droughts and pandemics.
Opening the conference, India's Minister of Commerce
and Industry Piyush Goyal assured Africa of his country's
commitment to supporting the continent's socio-economic
transformation agenda. Mr Goyal said India's 17-year
development cooperation with Africa under the CII Exim Bank
India Africa Growth Partnership has given Africa a platform to
build socio economic bridges for the benefit of her people. He
noted that India would continue to work towards deepening and
strengthening business ties with African countries based on the
unique needs of individual countries. He said India was drafting a
new 25-year development cooperation and partnership plan that
would provide the framework for India's future economic and
development partnerships support to Africa.
Briefly, India-Africa development cooperation is growing
constantly in diverse spheres. By now a mélange of public sector
and private sector enterprises associated with India have spread
their networks in Africa.

Investment opportunities in India

I

ndia: Foreign direct investment is one of the measures of
growing economic globalization. Investment has always
been a complication for the developing economies such as
India. The world has been globalizing and all the countries
are liberalizing their policies to welcome investment from
countries that are abundant in capital resources. The countries
which are developed are focusing on new markets where there is
the availability of ample labor, the scope for products, and high
profits are achieved. Therefore Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
has become a battleground in emerging markets. The objective
behind allowing FDI is to complement and supplement domestic
investment, for achieving a higher level of economic development
and providing opportunities for technological enhancements,
as well as access to global managerial skills and practices. South
Asian countries such as China have implemented open door
policies during the 1980s. But India liberalized its policies in 1991.
During pre-liberalization India followed conservative policies
to protect the indigenous investors and industrialists. Economic
growth has not been accomplished. In 1991, the then Congress
government had implemented liberalization policies to restructure
the Indian economy. Today, the sectors that could be considered
“advantageous” for the investors are:

Healthcare Sector

The medical or healthcare sector in India was one of the topperforming sectors in the stock market during the year 2020.
This sector acted as a savior for the investors along with their
substantial returns. There are very high expectations that the sector
will continue to stay in their focus in the year 2021 as there is an
ever-increasing demand for life-saving drugs, immunity-boosting
supplements and people often focus more than ever on buying
healthcare products. Further, along with the continuation of the
vaccination drive in full swing, there is a generous opportunity for
the medical companies as India is looking forward to welcoming
many other variants of the vaccine. To put it out briefly, the
healthcare sector as a whole will continue to grow at least till the
time the nation does not see a drastic decrease in the number of
cases of Covid-19 and hence, the investors can back up the sector
without a doubt, although, it will continue to thrive even after the
complications related to the ongoing pandemic.

Telecommunication Sector

India has the world’s second-largest mobile market contributing
6.5% of the nation’s GDP. Telecommunication has been one of the
most significant services and sectors during the time of the global
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pandemic. It has been an imperative enabler in helping out the
government and healthcare authorities in timely communication
of correct information, tracking the developments and also,
inculcating work from home and helping to keep the economy
going. As the demand for bandwidth is expected to rise up from
the already existing customers, telecom is very much likely to yet
remain among the well-performing sectors.

FMCG Sector

The lockdown imposed due to the pandemic all across the country
along with supply chain challenges created a sense of panic among
the consumers in 2020, especially regarding the concern of the
essential commodities. As the second wave of Covid-19 did not
seem to fall down anytime soon, the consumers began to over-stock
all the essential products and consumer staples in their homes.
The existing insecurity which is revolving around the future of
the second wave and the Delta Variant may cause an uptick in the
spending on essential products by consumers which will boost up
the sales of FMCG companies, hence, causing the sector to flourish
and succeed financially.

Agriculture Sector

The share of the agricultural sector in the GVA (Gross Value Added)
of India at current prices is 17.8% in the Fiscal Year 2020. The
overall impact of the pandemic upon the agricultural sector should
be very low as this sector comes under the essential category. As
the states have cleared out that the seeds fall under the essentials
category of the industry, the impact is likely to be low just like other
essential sectors. Further, the existing and yet to be paid inventories
of fertilizers, there is likely to be a lesser impact on the category

with the exception of logistics and port clearances happening
in India. As far as the agro-based chemicals are concerned, the
companies that depend upon the imports of raw materials, as well
as exports of finished goods, are likely to be impacted in the future.

Automobile Sector

The Automobile Sector comprises 7.1% of the nation’s GDP. India
has the 4th largest vehicle market in the world. Automobiles are
one of the unrestricted and flexible items and the sales of vehicles

| 39 | ENVOY EXCELLENCY

will largely depend on the sentiments of the consumers. During
the initial stage of the pandemic, the sector had witnessed a sudden
decline in sales except for tractors that had continued to experience
solid growth in their sales. Now, amid the doubtful situation, the
consumer sentiments stay weak and the demand for the nonessential items is likely to fall even further. The resurgence of the
sector depends upon how fast India can bring the situation of
pandemics under control.

Roads and Railways

This sector contributes 15% of India’s overall GDP. 12,205 km of
National Highways have been constructed in the Fiscal Year 2020.
The sector has been partially affected due to the pandemic as people
avoided traveling and were restricted from stepping outside the
house. This break gave the sector a chance to improve the services
and build up more feasible roads for the utmost satisfaction of the
public. India has the 2nd largest road network in the world.
Despite the drastic impact of the pandemic, the agricultural sector
has been the most booming sector in India for the last 6 years.
This sector is the fastest growing and the highest growing sector
in the nation. Being under the category of essential commodities,
it includes the most basic human need, that is, food. This sector
also includes forestry, agriculture, crops, and fishing as well.

Horticulture’s contribution to India’s GDP has been estimated to be
29.5% recently. Also, this sector has subcategories in which one can
choose their own preference. This is likely to be the main reason
why this sector has been ever increasing in the stock market for so
many years and has contributed a huge share of the nation’s total
GDP of these years.
India is now rated as the second-most favored destination for FDI
in the world after China, but it is expected that in the future, India
would out beat China as it has a large proportion of the young
population with one of the fastest-growing economies. Instead of
that, the Government of India should formulate policies that can
attract more foreign investment in the manufacturing sector rather
than the service sector.

Investment
Opportunities
in Zambia

M

ining

Zambia is the world’s seventh largest producer of
copper that produced 861,946 metric tonnes in
2018 and holds six percent of the world’s known
copper reserves. Copper and cobalt, the country’s traditional
exports, account for well over 70 percent of export earnings. The
country desires to increase copper production to about 3 million
metric tons per year by 2030. Notably, Zambia produces over
20% of the world’s Emeralds with unutilized capacity to increase
its production. The country is well-positioned to capitalize on
the global drive for the minerals critical to green transitions.
In 2019, the top export products of the sector included semimanufactured bullions, manganese ores/concentrates, nickel ores
and concentrates etc. This extensive range of mineral resources,
including a variety of industrial minerals and energy resources such
as Uranium, Coal and hydrocarbons present excellent investment
opportunities especially in the area of extraction and processing
of these minerals. The main export markets for products of this
sub-sector included South Africa, Switzerland, China, Hong Kong,
India, United Arab Emirates, North Korea etc. Zambian President
visited India on a three-day visit in 2019. India and Zambia signed
MoUs on cooperation in the field of geology and mineral resources
during the visit. Zambia exported nearly 276 million dollars’ worth
of copper and unrefined copper anodes in 2020 to India. Konkola
Copper Mines, a subsidiary of the Vedanta Resources Group has
invested USD2.2 billion in Konkola Beep Water Copper Mining
Project, Sulphuric Acid plant and a new smelter. Nava Bharat has
also embarked upon a USD 750 million project to develop a coalfired power plant with a minimum generating capacity of 270 MW.
Tarun Manganese Ltd, one of the group companies of Dharni
Sampada Pvt. Ltd. has invested in manganese mining and plans
to invest another USD 300 mn in construction of a manganese
processing plant.

Agriculture

Zambia is endowed with a large arable land resource base of 42
million hectares. It has abundant water resources for irrigation,
as shown by the Country accounting for 40 percent of the water
resource in the SADC region. Given its vast resource endowment,
Zambia has huge potential to expand its agricultural production. Its
climate follows a similar pattern to that of most Southern African

countries. The Zambian government has introduced the farm block
development programme (FBDP) to facilitate agricultural land and
rural development and encourage private sector investment. The
government is working to develop farm blocks in all ten provinces
for large and medium commercial farming, fish farming, and
livestock production. The Zambian government is also contributing
to the enhancement of this sector by allocating vast tracts of land
near the rail and road networks for prospective investors and
electrification of these blocks is underway. The sector earned a
total of USD 260.04 million in 2019 an increase of 8.52% from the
previous year’s earnings which stood at USD 237.9 million Agroprocessing of wheat, soyabean, cotton, tobacco, spices, sugar and
vegetables is encouraged to add value to local produce. Agricultural
cultivation in Zambia is mostly non-mechanized, and the sector
is overwhelmingly rain-fed. Opportunities include large-scale
farming, farm inputs and equipment supply, irrigation systems,
agro-processing, and commodity trading. First targeted European
Investment Bank support for sustainable agriculture investment
in Zambia was launched last year. The new initiative will improve
agricultural productivity, upgrade agricultural processing, and
support a sector severely impacted by COVID-19 challenges and
is supported by a best-practice assistance program. India Imports
of oil seed, oleagic fruits, grain, seed, fruits from Zambia were
US$2.87 Million during 2021, according to the United Nations
COMTRADE database on international trade. Zambia President
Edgar Chagwa Lungu on his visit to India sought investments in
the field of agriculture and other sectors from India in 2019. India
will also provide 100 solar irrigation pumps to boost agriculture
and send 1,000 tonnes of rice as well as 100 tonnes of milk powder
to Zambia as mentioned by the Indian PM in President Lungu’s
2019 visit.
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Manufacturing

The manufacturing sector accounts for nearly 8% of the country’s
GDP and has been consistently growing due to growing investment
in the sector. Engineering, Textiles, Wood & Wood Products,
Building Materials, Processed Foods, Chemicals, Leather and
Leather Products, Electric Vehicles, Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals,
Rubber, Plastic, paper, Tobacco, and Handicrafts are sub-sectors
that offer the most opportunities for investment. Currently, the
main manufacturing activities in Zambia are the: 1) Food and
beverages; 2) Textile and Leather Industries; 3) Wood Products;
4) Paper Products 5) Chemicals, Rubber and Plastic Products 6)
Non-metallic mineral products. In 2019, the top export products of
the textile sector included polythene sacks and bags, artificial yarn,
labels, badges of textiles, jute sacks and bags, multiple or cabled
yarn, tarpaulins, dyed woven fabrics, textile for technical uses,
synthetic filament tow, and conveyor and elevator belts and belting.
The sub sector earned a total of USD 5.56 million, a reduction of
19.28% from the previous year’s earnings which stood at USD
6.64 million. In 2019, the top export products of the chemicals
sector included sulphuric acid, all kinds of sulphur, prepared
explosives, detergents, fertilizers and active yeasts. Meanwhile
the garment sub sector earned a total of USD1.15 million in
2019 an increase67.44% from the previous year’s earnings which
stood at USD 373 thousand. The top destinations for Zambian
exports in the recent past have been China, India, South Africa,
United Arab Emirates and Belgium-Luxemburg. The leather and
leather products sub sector earned a total of USD 5.07 million in
2019. Indian conglomerate Tata had invested about $8 million in
renovation of a five-star hotel called Taj Pamodzi. Tata has also set
up a vehicle & bicycle assembly plant in Ndola with investment of
US$ 10 million.

Telecommunication

Under the country code +260, there were a total of 19.18 million
connections in 2020 in Zambia. Among them were 19.10 million
mobile phones, which corresponds to an average of 1.0 per
person. One of the significant measures in this sector includes
the establishment of national ICT policy for regulating the
telecom sector of Zambia. The Zambia National Information and
Communications Technology ICT policy has been developed
based on thirteen pillars and three core thematic areas: capacity
building, effective regulatory and legal framework and efficient
and competitive ICT sector. Further, to regulate the information
and communication sector, the Zambia Information and
Communications Authority (ZICTA) was developed. In addition,
implementation of the Information and Communications Act in
2009 and partial privatization of the Zambia Telecommunications
Company Limited (ZAMTEL), along with liberalization of the
international have helped in making the telecom sector of Zambia a
profitable investment area. As a result, the capacity to communicate
and access to information in Zambia have significantly increased
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with the provision of digital satellite, internet and mobile networks
in the country. The telecom sector of Zambia comprises of public
switched telephone network (PSTN), international voice, local
loop, national voice, mobile, private data networks and internet
operators. All these subsectors have been liberalized. Indian
telecom major Bharti Airtel via Airtel Networks Zambia plc. is
a major telecommunications service provider offering cellular
radio solutions to private and corporate customers in Zambia. The
company was known as Celtel Zambia plc. until a name change
in 2013. Airtel Networks Zambia is a subsidiary of Bharti Airtel
Zambia Holdings BV. A diverse and extensive range of products
and services include caller ID, call waiting, international calling
tariffs, roaming, voicemail services, chat and SMS text services,
and Internet services.

Tourism

The tourism industry has grown over the past years, with the
establishment of hotels in the major tourist centres such as
Livingstone and Lusaka. There is vast potential in the Tourism
sector in Zambia due to its natural beauty (including the Victoria
Falls, which is one of the most renowned beautiful transcendental
Seven Natural Wonders of the World) and its wealth of wildlife
that have not yet been fully exploited. Other waterfalls include
Kalambo, Ngonye, Chishimba, Chipempe, and Ntumbachushi,
to mention a few. Zambia has 20 national parks and 34 game
management areas with a total of 23 million hectres of land set
aside for wildlife conservation. Also, the Country has numerous
museums that house priceless historical artifacts such as Lusaka
National Museum, Moto-Moto Museum, and Livingstone
Museum. Zambia also boasts of various traditional ceremonies
that take place at different times of the year where its rich cultural
heritage is displayed. Zambia also seeks redevelopment of the
existing Mulungushi International Centre (MICC) in Lusaka
into an Ultra-modern International Conferencing facility.
Infrastructure or works required: refurbishing the existing
infrastructure, developing a 5000 capacity Auditorium, Exhibition
Centre, Business Park and Ofﬁce Block, a ﬁvestar hotel and threestar hotel, multi-Storey Car Park and nature park. Lake Mweru
Tourism Corridor Development is for the development of tourism
facilities on the shores of Lake Mweru, Peninsula and Islands
(Kilwa Carves) coupled with sport ﬁshing, boat cruises, visits to
historical and cultural sites among others. India has offered e-visa
facility for the Zambian tourists visiting India. Zambia Tourism
Board had hosted key travel operators on a 11-day visit to promote
Zambia as a tourist destination in India. Zambia Tourism Board
hopes to capitalise on the growing outbound market from India
and increase tourist arrivals to Zambia.
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The world has been witnessing a very fast and evolving global order
leading to dynamic shifts in position of countries on major global
issues. However, the deep-rooted bilateral relationship between India
and Zambia has stood the test of time and has remained strong,
steady and sensitive to the mutual needs of the two countries.
—High Commissioner of India to Zambia and Special Representative to COMESA, H.E. Shri Ashok Kumar
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